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Statement of Ethical Obligations 

 

In accordance with Clause 3.23 of the Model Code of Meeting Practice, Councillors are 
reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office made under section 233A of the  
Local Government Act 1993 and their obligations under Council’s Code of Conduct to 
disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of interest. 

 

Oath or affirmation of office 

 
The Oath or Affirmation is taken by each Councillor whereby they swear or declare to:   

 

Undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the best interests of the people of the 
Richmond Valley and Richmond Valley Council, and that they will faithfully and impartially 
carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in them under the  
Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of their ability and judgment. 

 

Conflicts of interest 

 
All Councillors must declare and manage any conflicts of interest they may have in matters 
being considered at Council meetings in accordance with Council's Code of Conduct.  

 
All declarations of conflicts of interest and how the conflict of interest was managed will be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which the declaration was made. 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor will provide an Acknowledgement of Country by reading the following 
statement on behalf of Council: 

"Richmond Valley Council recognises the people of the Bundjalung Nations as Custodians 
and Traditional Owners of this land and we value and appreciate the continuing cultural 
connection to lands, their living culture and their unique role in the life of this region in the 
past, present and future.” 

2 PRAYER  

3 PUBLIC ACCESS 

4 APOLOGIES 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 22 OCTOBER 2024 
 

Item 5.1 Page 6 

5 MAYORAL MINUTES 

5.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - HER EXCELLENCY THE HONOURABLE MARGARET BEAZLEY 
AC KC, GOVERNOR OF NEW SOUTH WALES, AND MR DENNIS WILSON VISIT TO 
THE RICHMOND VALLEY 

Author: Robert Mustow 
  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council writes to Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of New 
South Wales, and Mr Dennis Wilson to thank them for visiting the Richmond Valley area and 
showing support and encouragement to our community. 

 
REPORT 

This month, I was delighted to welcome Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, 
Governor of New South Wales, and Mr Dennis Wilson to the Richmond Valley, to meet our in-
coming Council and spend time with local community groups and volunteers from the Richmond 
Valley area.  

While in Casino, the Governor and Mr Wilson learned more about the work of Bulgarr Ngaru 
Medical Aboriginal Corporation and visited Casino and District Memorial Hospital to thank staff and 
supporters for their work. They also enjoyed a tour of the NRLX facility and were keen to learn 
about the region’s agricultural heritage. Later that day, the Governor and Mr Wilson were guests of 
honour at the opening of the Casino Show. 

At Woodburn, the Vice Regal couple enjoyed a community morning tea to thank community 
volunteers and organisations for their continued efforts in flood recovery. They also visited the Mid 
Richmond Neighbourhood Centre to learn more about its flood recovery and youth programs. 

The Governor and Mr Wilson also visited Evans Head, taking the opportunity to thank volunteers of 
the Heritage Aviation Museum and Evans Head-Casino Surf Lifesaving Club. After laying a wreath 
at Evans Head War Cemetery, they met with members of the Woodburn/Evans Head RSL Sub-
branch and later travelled to New Italy Museum for a tour, afternoon tea and to meet with 
volunteers and descendants of the original settlers. 

This was a wonderful opportunity for members of our community to meet the Vice Regal couple 
and to receive acknowledgement for the hard work of the many local organisations and volunteers 
who contribute to our community every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond Valley Council visit        New Italy Museum Tour  

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil   
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

6.1 MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING HELD 20 AUGUST 2024 

Director: Vaughan Macdonald  

Responsible Officer: Julie Clark  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council confirms the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 20 August 2024. 

 
 
REPORT 

Refer attached Minutes. 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. Unconfirmed Minutes 20 August 2024 (under separate cover)    
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6.2 MINUTES EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD 9 OCTOBER 2024 

Director: Vaughan Macdonald  

Responsible Officer: Julie Clark  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council confirms the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 9 October 2024. 

 
 
REPORT 

Refer attached Minutes. 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. Unconfirmed Extraordinary Minutes 9 October 2024 (under separate cover)    
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7 MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 

8 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

(Councillors to specify details of item and nature of interest)  

9 PETITIONS 

Nil  

10 NOTICE OF MOTION 

Nil  
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11 MAYOR’S REPORT 

11.1 MAYORAL ATTENDANCE REPORT 16 AUGUST -15 OCTOBER 2024 

Author: Robert Mustow 
  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the Mayoral Attendance Report for the period 16 August – 15 
October 2024. 

 
 

 
August 
 16th St Michael’s Residential Aged Care resident 100th birthday celebration 
 17th Richmond Valley Business Awards 
 18th Vietnam Veterans Memorial Service Evans Head 
 19th Northern Rivers Community Leaders Forum 
 20th Richmond Valley Council Ordinary meeting 
 21st Rous Council meeting 
 27th Richie Williamson MP visit to Casino 
 27th Citizenship Ceremony 
 29th CWA - French international day 
 30th NRRT Meeting – Mullumbimby 
 31st Casino Truck Show thank you dinner 
 
September 
 5th Legacy Week wreath laying ceremony 
 7th Parkrun Casino – 200th event 
 8th World Suicide Prevention Day Casino 
 15th Casino Annual Fun Run 
 22nd Millie’s Cancer fundraising event 
 22nd Spring Orchid Show - Woodburn 
 23rd Performing Arts Festival – Small Schools Casino and Kyogle 
 24th Casino SES Youth Internship Program 
 25th St Mary’s Year 12 Graduation Mass 
 25th Lions Club Youth Public Speaking competition 
 26th Casino High School Year 12 Graduation ceremony 
 26th Centenary Celebrations Coraki Fire Station 
 27th Casino Christian School Year 12 graduation ceremony 
 27th Casino Cobras Senior Presentation night 
 29th 2024 Casino Show Society young woman of the year dinner 
 
October 
 1st VRA Rescue NSW - Casino AGM 
 7th Malibu Classic presentation Evans Head 
 9th Richmond Valley Council – Welcome and briefing 
 9th Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of NSW, and Mr Dennis 

Wilson discussion with Councillors and the General Manager. 
 9th Richmond Valley Council Extraordinary meeting  
 10th New Italy Museum afternoon tea with Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley 

AC KC, Governor of NSW, and Mr Dennis Wilson 
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 11th NRLX visit with Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of 
NSW, and Mr Dennis Wilson. 

 11th Casino Show Official opening 
 12th Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of NSW, and Mr 

Dennis Wilson morning tea with residents of Woodburn, Broadwater and surrounds. 
 15th White Cane Day – Walk around Casino 
 15th Richmond Valley Councillor Information Session 
 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil  
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12 DELEGATES' REPORTS 

12.1 DELEGATES' REPORT AUGUST 2024 - ROUS COUNTY COUNCIL 

Director: Vaughan Macdonald  

Responsible Officer: Robert Mustow  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the Delegates’ Report – Rous County Council for August 2024. 
 
REPORT 

Council delegates are required to report on meetings/forums attended on Council’s behalf. 

Cr Robert Mustow and Cr Sandra Humphrys have provided the following summary of the main 
items of business for the Rous County Council Ordinary Meeting held on 21 August 2024. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. Rous County Council Meeting Summary 21 August 2024    
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13 MATTERS DETERMINED WITHOUT DEBATE 

Each Councillor is given the opportunity to indicate which items they wish to debate or 
question. Item numbers identified for debate or questioning will be read to the Meeting.  

Following identification of the above items a motion will be moved in regard to the balance 
of items being determined without debate. 

13.1 MATTERS TO BE DETERMINED WITHOUT DEBATE 

RECOMMENDATION 

That items identified be determined without debate. 

   



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 22 OCTOBER 2024 
 

Item 14.1 Page 17 

14 GENERAL MANAGER 

14.1 IRON GATES DEVELOPMENT: NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPEAL 

Author: Vaughan Macdonald 
  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The proposed Iron Gates residential development at Evans Head, has a long, complex and 
controversial history dating back more than 40 years. There have been numerous development 
applications and legal challenges over that time, however this report focuses on the most recent 
determination of the Land and Environment Court, which overturned the Northern Region Planning 
Panel’s previous refusal of the development.  

Council now has an option to appeal the Land and Environment Court’s decision, if it believes 
there are sufficient questions of law that may be challenged. This report considers the options, 
relevant legal advice, current and potential costs relating to the matter to support Council’s final 
determination on whether or not it wishes to proceed with an appeal. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Notes the long and complex history of the Iron Gates development and the significant 
community interest in this matter; 

2. Notes the judgement of Preston CJ in Goldcoral Pty Ltd (Receiver and Manager Appointed) v 
Richmond Valley Council regarding this matter and acknowledges the constraints of Section 
57 (1) of the Land and Environment Court Act 1979 in limiting appeal options to questions of 
law; 

3. Further notes the expert legal advice received regarding this matter, concluding that an 
appeal from the Judgement under s.57(1) of the Land and Environment Court Act 1979 
would not enjoy reasonable prospects of success; 

4. Acknowledges the significant expenditure of Council resources in addressing the Land and 
Environment Court matter and notes the estimated further expenditure and resourcing to 
pursue an appeal; 

5. Having regard to these considerations and noting that a successful appeal of the matter will 
not preclude future development from occurring on the site, determines not to pursue this 
matter in the Court of Appeal and advises the Court of this decision; 

6. Continues to work with all stakeholders to achieve the best possible outcome for the 
community from the approved development, in accordance with the development consent 
conditions. 

 

 
DELIVERY PROGRAM LINKS 

Objective 12: Provide great service 

12B Deliver consistent regulatory and compliance services 

12B1 Provide transparent and timely development assessment and planning services 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The Iron Gates matter has a long and complex history and the three local councils involved in this 
process – firstly Woodburn Shire Council, then Richmond River Shire Council and finally Richmond 
Valley Council – have all expended considerable time and resources in addressing the various 
development applications and subsequent court matters arising. In the most recent Land and 
Environment Court matter, Council’s direct costs in responding to the action so far have been in 
excess of $350,000, with an additional $80,000 in staff time and expenses.  

Should Council proceed to appeal, further costs would be incurred, depending on the length of the 
matter, with estimates of direct costs in the range of $80,000. Should the appeal be unsuccessful, 
Council may also be liable for the respondents’ costs. The extent of respondent costs that would 
need to be paid would be determined by the Court but could reasonably be expected to exceed 
$100,000. In summary, an appeal to the Court of Appeal could incur costs of up to $200,000. 

There will also be costs to Council if the development proceeds in line with the consent. However, 
there are mechanisms under the Local Government Act and the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act to recoup these costs from the developer and future residents of the site that can 
include developer contributions and Special Rates that could be applied to those who reside in the 
development in the future. 

REPORT 

The proposed Iron Gates residential development, at Evans Head, has a long, complex and 
controversial history dating back to the former Woodburn Shire Council in 1975. Since that time, 
multiple development applications have been lodged and amended, NSW planning regulations 
have changed, and numerous court matters have been heard. An indicative chronology is at 
Attachment 1. 

The most recent judgement was handed down in the Land and Environment Court on 31 July 
2024. See Iron Gates Land and Environment Court Judgement and Reports - Richmond Valley 
Council (nsw.gov.au) This decision overturned the Northern Regional Planning Panel’s previous 
refusal of the development and granted approval to the application, albeit in an amended form. The 
judgement was handed down shortly before the commencement of the Caretaker period for the 
2024 local government election, so there was limited time to complete a thorough review of the 
decision and to seek additional advice on the matter. To enable the incoming Council to fully 
consider its response, a Notice of Intention to Appeal was lodged, reserving Council’s appeal rights 
until 31 October 2024. Lodgement of the notice does not commit the incoming Council to 
proceeding with an appeal but provides additional time for consideration of the issues and the 
prospects of success.  

While there has been considerable community debate regarding the Iron Gates development over 
the past 49 years, the decision currently before Council is not about the merits of the development 
proposal, but rather the prospects of success in an Appeal.  

Section 57 (1) of the Land and Environment Court Act 1979 makes it clear that Council’s right to 
appeal this matter is limited to questions of law arising from the Court’s decision. Council must 
therefore decide whether it believes there are sufficient questions of law to warrant an appeal and, 
if so, whether there is sufficient prospect of success to justify further expenditure on an appeal. 

To assist Councillors in preparing for this decision, Council sought expert legal advice from Jason 
Lazarus SC on matters of law which may arise from the judgement and the prospects of success of 
an appeal. The Memorandum of Advice has been circulated to Councillors to allow sufficient time 
to consider the matters raised and is Attachment 2. A further opportunity was provided for the in-
coming Council to ask questions of the legal team which represented RVC in the Land and 
Environment Court matter and to seek further clarification of any issues. 
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Background 

Since the Iron Gates matter first came before Council in the 1980s, there have been three 
development applications lodged in relation to residential subdivisions for the land, as well as 
further applications for an access road and a compensatory wetland. Numerous variations have 
occurred, and multiple court actions have arisen.  

This report specifically addresses the third residential development application (DA2015/0096) 
which was originally lodged on 27 October 2014, as this is the subject of the most recent Land and 
Environment Court matter.  

Since DA2015/0096 was lodged, the application has been amended multiple times, both before 
and after its refusal by the Northern Regional Planning Panel in September 2022. Prior to the 
Panel’s decision, the application had been publicly exhibited five times, due to various 
amendments, with more than 900 public submissions received.  It was further exhibited prior to the 
Land and Environment Court hearing, following further amendments and additional amendments 
occurred during the court proceedings. 

The application that was subsequently approved by the Land and Environment Court, on appeal, is 
not the same proposal that went before the Regional Planning Panel in 2022. Significant changes 
have occurred, including: A change to Community Title subdivision; addition of a proposed natural 
disaster ‘shelter in place’ facility; changes to the location and staging of development; changes to 
stormwater design and the amount of fill proposed, and removal of the proposed foreshore 
reserve. 

The Land and Environment Court matter was heard by the Chief Judge, Justice Preston, over the 
course of two weeks from 3rd to 14th June 2024, with Council (First Respondent) representatives in 
attendance each day, to respond to ongoing amendments and other emerging issues. Ms Simone 
Barker was the Second Respondent in the matter and was represented by her own legal team. The 
Court upheld the applicant’s appeal and approved the amended development application. 

Council filed a Notice of Intention to Appeal with the Supreme Court of NSW on 27 August 2024, to 
reserve the in-coming Council’s right of appeal until 31 October 2024. The Second Respondent did 
not file a Notice of Intention to Appeal. However, should Council proceed to appeal, it would be 
open to the Second Respondent to join the appeal and raise issues with the Judgment from her 
own perspective.  

Legal advice on the prospects of a successful appeal  

Council sought a legal opinion in relation to the prospects of an appeal of the judgement of Preston 
CJ in Goldcoral Pty Ltd (Receiver and Manager Appointed) v Richmond Valley Council. This legal 
opinion was provided by J E Lazarus SC (the Memorandum of Advice is attached). 

In Mr Lazarus’ Memorandum of Advice, he noted that any appeal to the Court of Appeal in this 
instance is limited to an appeal against an Order or decision of the Court on a question of law. 
Merit issues relating to the judgement of Preston CJ cannot be considered by the Court of Appeal.   

Mr Lazarus identified four potential questions of law which might be potentially amenable to an 
appeal under s 57(1) of the Land and Environment Court Act 1979 if error were to be 
demonstrated, namely:  

(a) Whether the DA could validly rely on unauthorised works already constructed and not 
proposed to be removed; 

(b) Whether the proposed development should have been properly characterised as 
‘designated development’; 

(c) Which ‘Koala SEPP’ applied to the proposal, and the consequences of any application 
of the correct SEPP; and 

(d) Whether the Court had the power to impose a condition requiring the dedication of land 
containing bioswales (particularly where the evidence was that the Council was concerned 
about the cost of maintenance and did not have the equipment to clean the bioswales), 
which is a decision of a financial nature. 
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In the issue of unauthorised works Preston CJ had ruled that there was no legal principle as to why 
a consent cannot be sought to carry out development that would amend a building or works that 
were unlawful for future use. In reviewing the matter, Mr Lazarus concluded that he did not discern 
any error in Preston CJ’s approach to that question. 

In regard to the designated development issue, Council argued that the proposed development 
was designated development for the purposes of the EPA Act because one of the lots of the land, 
Lot 277, was proposed to be subdivided under the community title subdivision to create residential 
lots to the south of an area identified as coastal wetlands. Preston CJ rejected this argument for 
three separate reasons, noting that the part of the lot identified as coastal wetlands would remain 
intact under the proposal. In reviewing this matter, Mr Lazarus concluded that, in appealing this 
matter, Council would need to successfully challenge all three reasons presented by Preston CJ 
and he did not perceive any errors in these findings.  
 
The issue of which Koala SEPP should be used for assessment of this application is complex. 
However, Mr Lazarus was of the view that Preston CJ was correct in concluding that, as all of the 
area of native vegetation that is a potential koala habitat is now within the “future investigation 
area”, the DA did not seek consent to carry out development in the area of native vegetation on the 
land that the consent authority was satisfied was a potential koala habitat. While he also concluded 
that there may have been an error in not taking the guidelines into consideration in determining the 
DA, there was difficulty in appealing this matter, as it had not been raised during the proceedings. 
Additionally, it was also unclear as to whether taking the guidelines into account would have made 
any difference to the findings. 
 
The matter of the dedication of the bioswales to Council was viewed by Mr Lazarus SC as a merit 
based determination that was open to the Court to make and he noted that no submission was 
made to the Court at the time that it lacked the power to impose the conditions proposed by the 
applicant.  As such, it was difficult to see how the imposition of the applicant’s proposed conditions 
(and rejection of the Council’s) could be the subject of an appeal to the Court of Appeal.  
Having reviewed these matters, Mr Lazarus concluded that, in his view, “an appeal from the 
Judgment under s 57(1) of the LEC Act would not enjoy reasonable prospects of success”. 
 
Possible outcomes 
 
Council also sought guidance from its legal advisors on possible outcomes and scenarios should 
the appeal proceed. 
 
Should Council decide to proceed, it would need to confirm its intentions by 31 October 2024 and, 
in consultation with its legal representatives, determine which questions of law it wishes to pursue 
through the Appeal. Court of Appeal proceedings are generally heard within an 8 to10 month 
timeframe, with the proceedings being listed for hearing once the appeal materials have been filed 
with the Court.  The hearing would usually be one to two days, depending on the number of issues 
raised in the Summons for determination by the Court of Appeal. In the interim, the developer 
would be free to proceed with the approved development, however, there is a risk that any works 
commenced may be required to be removed, depending on the decision. 
 
Should Council be successful in the appeal, there are a number of possible outcomes. One 
scenario that could arise if the Court of Appeal finds an error has been made by the lower court 
Judge, is that the Court can revert the application to the Land and Environment Court for 
determination, and it can be listed again before the same Judge.  There are a number of examples 
of cases where a matter has been the subject of an appeal, remitted from the higher Court to the 
Land and Environment Court and the determination has resulted in a similar outcome to the 
original judgement. Alternatively, the developer could simply choose to submit a new development 
application for the site and the assessment process would start again. 
 
Should Council be unsuccessful in one or more matters within the Appeal, it is likely to be liable for 
the Respondent’s costs, as well as its own legal expenses. The extent of these costs would be 
determined by the Court.  
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Should Council decide not to appeal the matter, the development could proceed, as approved. 
Additional development consent(s) would be required for Stage 2 and the community shelter in 
place facility, as well as further approvals for matters such as civil works. Council would be 
responsible for ensuring that the developer complied with the conditions of consent. 
 

CONSULTATION 

In considering this matter, Councillors have had the opportunity to consult with Council’s officers, 
legal advisors and receive further legal advice regarding possible prospects of an appeal. 

CONCLUSION 

The Iron Gates development is a long-standing issue that has polarised the local community for 
more than 40 years. It is likely to continue to do so, regardless of the outcome of this matter. The 
site has been zoned for residential development since the 1980s and subsequent councils have 
had to deal with repeated development applications, and repeated court action, as various 
developers have attempted to establish housing at Iron Gates. The latest decision from the Land 
and Environment Court opens the way for an amended version of the development to proceed and 
Council now faces the difficult choice of whether or not to attempt an appeal of this decision. In this 
regard, the appeal is limited to questions of law, rather than the merits of the development.  

Having regard to the legal advice that there are limited prospects to successfully appeal questions 
of law in this matter, the potential financial impacts on council of devoting further resources to 
pursuing an appeal, and the very real possibility that development may still occur on the site, even 
if the appeal is successful, it is recommended that Council does not proceed to appeal this matter 
and work with the applicant and all stakeholders to achieve the best possible overall outcome for 
the community from the approved development, in accordance with the conditions of consent. 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. Indicative Chronology   
2. Memorandum of Advice - J E Lazarus SC    
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15 COMMUNITY SERVICE DELIVERY 

15.1 NORTHERN REGIONAL PLANNING PANEL - COUNCIL APPOINTED DELEGATES 

Director: Angela Jones  

Responsible Officer: Tony McAteer  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Following the 2024 local government election, Council is required to reconsider its current 
appointments to the Northern Regional Planning Panel (NRPP). The Regional Planning Panel has 
five members, three appointed by the NSW Government and two selected by Council. Under the 
guidelines, at least one of the council members must have expertise in one or more of the following 
areas: Planning, architecture, heritage, the environment, urban design, land economics, traffic and 
transport, law, engineering, or tourism. Panel members may only be appointed for up to three 
years, although members are eligible for re-appointment. 

Council’s first Panel member role has traditionally been filled by a Councillor, with an 
alternate/backup Councillor delegate also appointed. 

In recent years, Council’s second Panel member role has been filled via an expert from Lismore 
City Council under a reciprocal arrangement whereby an expert from Richmond Valley Council 
holds a similar role on Lismore’s Planning Panel equivalent. 

This report seeks to appoint a Councillor delegate, and their alternate, to confirm the continued 
reciprocal Planning Panel arrangement with Lismore City Council, and to determine appropriate 
remuneration for Council’s Panel members. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Appoints a Councillor as one of Council’s delegates on the Northern Regional Planning 
Panel, as well as a second Councillor as the Councillor backup/alternate delegate; 

2. Reconfirms its reciprocal Planning Panel arrangement with Lismore City Council by 
appointing Mr Eber Butron as Council’s second (expert) Planning Panel delegate, along with 
Mr Brendan Logan as his backup/alternate; and 

3. Sets remuneration for Councillor attendance at Panel meetings/hearings at: 

$240 per meeting/hearing, plus allowances for travel and meals as per Council’s 
Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors; policy. 

 
DELIVERY PROGRAM LINKS 

Objective 10: Lead and advocate for our community 

10C Lead with integrity 

10C1 Provide representative and accountable community governance 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The Northern Regional Planning Panel would normally meet for Richmond Valley development 
assessment and determination hearings and briefings no more than two or three times a year, so it 
is expected that the budget implications for Councillor attendance should be approximately $1,000 
per annum, based on the recommended remuneration.  The reciprocal arrangement with Lismore 
City Council potentially offers savings to both councils, as these expenses are addressed through 
existing staff budgets and employment conditions. 
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It is recommended that Councillor remuneration for representing Council at Panel 
meetings/hearings should be: 

$240 per meeting/hearing, plus allowances for travel and meals as per Council’s Payment of 
Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors. This is in line with current arrangements. 

REPORT 

Section 4.4 of the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure’s Sydney and Regional 
Planning Panel Operational Procedures requires Council to appoint two members to appear on its 
behalf at Northern Regional Planning Panel (NRPP) hearings.  At least one of these members 
must have expertise in one or more of the following areas: 

 Planning 

 The environment 

 Traffic and transport 

 Tourism 

 Architecture 

 Urban design 

 Law 

 Heritage 

 Land economics, or 

 Engineering 

 

Traditionally, Council has appointed one Councillor delegate, (and a backup/alternate), and one 
professional officer (and a backup/alternate/s) as its two Panel members. On 19 December 2023, 
Council nominated Councillor Hayes as one of Council’s representatives on the NRPP, with 
Councillor Cornish as the Alternate Delegate.  The Guidelines require councils to review their 
appointments within 12 months of each local government election. 

In recent years, Council has had a reciprocal arrangement with Lismore City Council to fill its 
second (expert) NRPP representative role.  This arrangement has worked well for both councils 
with: 

 Richmond Valley Council’s Director of Community Service Delivery, Angela Jones 
appointed to represent Lismore at its Planning Panel hearings, with the Manager of 
Development & Certification, Andy Edwards, and Strategic Land-use Planner, Tony 
McAteer as backup/alternates, and 

 Lismore City Council’s Chief Community Officer, Eber Butron, appointed to represent 
Richmond Valley at its Planning Panel hearings, with Chief Operating Officer, Brendan 
Logan as the backup/alternate. 

Lismore City Council has confirmed a desire to continue this reciprocal arrangement, and this 
report recommends continued endorsement of the arrangement and Lismore’s nominees. 

CONSULTATION 

Nil 

CONCLUSION 

The Northern Regional Planning Panel requires two Council representatives. These roles have 
traditionally been filled by a Councillor and an expert staff member from Lismore City Council, via a 
reciprocal arrangement with Council. Alternate delegates are also appointed, with each 
representative serving for up to three years. 

Under the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure’s guidelines Council is required to 
review its representatives within 12 months of a local government election. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil  
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16 PROJECTS & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

Nil  
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17 ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES 

17.1 FINANCIAL ANALYSIS REPORT - AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2024 

Director: Ryan Gaiter  

Responsible Officer: Rylee Vidler  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the status and performance of its cash and 
investment portfolio in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 s.625, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2021 cl.212, Australian Accounting Standard (AASB 9) and Council’s 
Investment Policy.  

The value of Council’s cash and investments at 31 August and 30 September 2024 is shown 
below:  

Month Bank 
Accounts 

Term 
Deposits 

Floating 
Rate Notes 

Fixed Rate 
Bonds 

TCorp IM 
Funds 

Total 

August $20,543,774 $30,000,000 $6,750,390 $4,500,000 $16,815,504 $78,609,668 

September $24,539,992 $30,000,000 $6,750,390 $4,500,000 $16,956,455 $82,746,837 

 

The weighted average rate of return on Council’s cash and investments at 31 August 2024 was 
4.22% which was above the Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index for August of 0.38%, which is 
Council’s benchmark.  

The weighted average return on Council’s cash and investments for September was 5.89% which 
was above the Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index for September of 0.36%.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopts the Financial Analysis Report detailing the performance of its cash and 
investments for the months of August and September 2024.  

 
DELIVERY PROGRAM LINKS 

Objective 11: Manage resources responsibly 

11A Manage finances responsibly and provide value for money 

11A1 Undertake long-term financial planning and ensure compliance with financial regulation 

 BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

As at 31 August 2024, Council has earned $394,923 in interest and $369,236 in fair value gains 
from funds held in TCorp, for a total investment income of $764,159. This equates to 32.55% of the 
annual budget for interest and investment income of $2,347,506.  

As at 30 September 2024, Council has earned $645,817 in interest and $510,188 in fair value 
gains from funds held in TCorp, for a total investment income of $1,156,005. This equates to 
49.24% of the annual budget for interest and investment income of $2,347,506.  

Future fair value gains or losses will continue to be monitored and reported to Council.  

REPORT 

Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) Cash Rate Update 

The RBA held the cash rate at 4.35% per annum at its August and September meetings.  
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Rate of Return 

The weighted average rate of return on cash and investments in August was 4.22%, a decrease in 
466 basis points from the previous month. The rate of return is 384 basis points above the 
Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index of 0.38% which is Council’s benchmark.  

Council’s NSW Treasury Corporation IM Funds returned net gains of $28,158 during the month of 
August. The Medium-Term Growth Fund (MTGF) returned a gain of $14,764 and the Long-Term 
Growth Fund (LTGF) returned a gain of $13,394. 

August had a volatile start for financial markets however most recovered and ended the month with 
a gain. US and Australian bond yields fell, while European yields remained steady. Following the 
August meeting, the RBA is not predicting a rate cut will occur in 2024.  

The weighted average rate of return on cash and investments in September was 5.89%, an 
increase in 167 basis points from the previous month. The rate of return is 553 basis points above 
the Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index of 0.36% which is Council’s benchmark.  

Council’s NSW Treasury Corporation IM Funds returned net gains of $140,952 during the month of 
September. The Medium-Term Growth Fund (MTGF) returned a gain of $96,877 and the Long-
Term Growth Fund (LTGF) returned a gain of $44,075. 

During September, the US Federal Reserve delivered the first rate cut in the cycle, however, the 
RBA is still concerned with inflation and continues to not expect a rate cut in the 2024 year. Many 
equity markets increased, and bond yields declined in most advanced economies.  

The MTGF has a recommended investment timeframe of seven or more years (original investment 
was October 2018) and the LTGF has a recommended investment timeframe of 10 or more years 
(original investment was June 2021) during which time it is expected that there will be ups and 
downs in fair value gains. However, it should be noted that, despite the variation in returns, there 
has been no impact on the principal sum originally invested by Council. 

Term deposits and floating rate notes continue to offer increasing rates of return, which is positive, 
however, some banking institutions are still limiting the number of deposits they will accept, and 
others are not accepting any deposits at present.  

Council’s Cash and Investments Portfolio 

Council held cash and investments of $78,609,668 at 31 August 2024. This was made up of 
Council’s Business Online Saver Account ($16,752,000), Macquarie Cash Management Account 
($2,007,623), Term Deposits ($30,000,000), Floating Rate Notes ($6,750,390), Bonds 
($4,500,000), NSW Treasury Corporation Investments ($16,815,504) and other bank accounts 
($1,784,151).  

Council's investment portfolio had maturity dates ranging from same day up to 1,742 days. Term 
deposits, floating rate notes and bonds of $41,250,390 represented 52.47% of the total portfolio as 
at 31 August 2024. 

Council made the following new investments during August 2024:  

Banking Institution 
Investment 

Type 

Environmentally 
Sustainable 
Investment 

Amount 
Invested 

Investment 
Term 

Interest 
Rate 

National Australia Bank Term Deposit N $2,000,000 3 months 4.95% 

AMP Bank Term Deposit N $1,000,000 5 months 5.00% 

Judo Bank Term Deposit Y $2,000,000 6 months 5.00% 

Total   $5,000,000   
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Council had the following investment maturities during the month of August 2024: 

Banking Institution 
Investment 

Type 

Environmentally 
Sustainable 
Investment 

Amount Invested 
Interest 
Earned 

Judo Bank Term Deposit Y $1,000,000 $25,430 

National Australia Bank Term Deposit N $2,000,000 $24,953 

Judo Bank Term Deposit Y $2,000,000 $50,860 

Total   $5,000,000 $101,244 

 

Council had $16,815,504 in longer term investments being the MTGF and LTGF held with NSW 
Treasury Corporation as at 31 August 2024. The investment values and fair value returns are 
shown below:  

Investment Holding 
Fair Value 

31 August 24 

Fair Value 
Gain/(Loss) at 

31 August 24 

Fair Value 
Gain/(Loss) 

YTD 

Fair Value 
Gain/(Loss) Life 
of Investment 

Medium Term Growth Fund $13,285,887 $14,764 $258,433 $2,280,858 

Long Term Growth Fund $3,529,617 $13,394 $110,803 $529,617 

Total $16,815,504 $28,158 $369,236 $2,810,475 

 

Council held cash and investments of $82,746,837 at 30 September 2024. This was made up of 
Council’s Business Online Saver Account ($21,847,000), Macquarie Cash Management Account 
($2,007,879), Term Deposits ($30,000,000), Floating Rate Notes ($6,750,390), Bonds 
($4,500,000), NSW Treasury Corporation Investments ($16,956,455) and other bank accounts 
($685,113).  

Council's investment portfolio had maturity dates ranging from same day up to 1,742 days. Term 
deposits, floating rate notes and bonds of $41,250,390 represented 49.85% of the total portfolio as 
at 30 September 2024. 

Council made the following new investments during September 2024:  

Banking Institution 
Investment 

Type 

Environmentally 
Sustainable 
Investment 

Amount 
Invested 

Investment 
Term 

Interest 
Rate 

National Australia Bank Term Deposit N $2,000,000 6 months 5.00% 

Total   $2,000,000   

 

Council had the following investment maturities during the month of September 2024: 

Banking Institution 
Investment 

Type 

Environmentally 
Sustainable 
Investment 

Amount Invested 
Interest 
Earned 

Judo Bank Term Deposit Y $2,000,000 $33,534 

Total   $2,000,000 $33,534 

 

Council had $16,956,455 in longer term investments being the MTGF and LTGF held with NSW 
Treasury Corporation as at 30 September 2024. The investment values and fair value returns are 
shown below:  
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Investment Holding 
Fair Value 

30 September 24 

Fair Value 
Gain/(Loss) at 

30 September 24 

Fair Value 
Gain/(Loss) 

YTD 

Fair Value 
Gain/(Loss) Life 
of Investment 

Medium Term Growth Fund $13,382,763 $96,876 $355,310 $2,377,734 

Long Term Growth Fund $3,573,692 $44,075 $154,878 $573,692 

Total $16,956,455 $140,951 $510,188 $2,951,426 

 

Environmentally Sustainable Investments (ESI’s) 

Council’s cash and investments portfolio of $78,609,668 at 31 August 2024 includes $41,065,504 
or 52.2% with no direct investment in the fossil fuel industry.  

Council’s cash and investments portfolio of $82,746,837 at 30 September 2024 includes 
$39,206,456 or 47.4% with no direct investment in the fossil fuel industry.  

These percentages include Council’s investments with NSW Treasury Corporation and Northern 
Territory Treasury Corporation. 

NSW Treasury Corporation has a stewardship approach to ESIs which focuses on managing 
environmental, social and governance (ESG) risks and opportunities, particularly climate change 
which is expected to impact portfolios over the long term. The stewardship policy states NSW 
Treasury Corporation believes incorporating these principles into investment decisions results in 
better risk-adjusted financial outcomes. Even though NSW Treasury Corporation takes this 
stewardship approach, its monthly reporting only highlights the different asset classes, not 
individual investments, and the level of investment in the fossil fuel industry. 

Northern Territory Treasury Corporation utilises funds to assist with its infrastructure requirements 
such as housing, transport, health, and education services. While no statement has been provided 
on its investment strategy, it has been assumed that providing funding towards its own 
infrastructure will not involve direct investment in the fossil fuel industry. 

CONCLUSION 

During the months of August and September 2024, Council’s investments have been made in 
accordance with the Act, the Regulations and Council’s Investment Policy. 

As at 31 August 2024 Council’s cash and investments totalled $78,609,668 with $20,543,774 of 
this being funds held in bank accounts. The weighted average rate of return was 4.22% and total 
investment revenue equals 32.55% of budgeted revenue for the year to 31 August 2024. 

As at 30 September 2024 Council’s cash and investments totalled $82,746,837 with $24,539,992 
of this being funds held in bank accounts. The weighted average rate of return was 5.89% and total 
investment revenue equals 49.85% of budgeted revenue for the year to 30 September 2024.  

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. RVC Investment Pack - August 2024 (under separate cover)   
2. RVC Investment Pack - September 2024 (under separate cover)    
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17.2 DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2023/2024 

Director: Ryan Gaiter  

Responsible Officer: Hayley Martin  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council’s draft financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 have been prepared and 
subjected to external audit by the Audit Office of New South Wales.  A copy of the draft financial 
statements and draft auditor’s report have been provided separately to Councillors for information. 

Council’s external auditor, the Audit Office of New South Wales has advised that its representative 
firm, HLB Mann Judd GCNC will be attending the Ordinary Meeting of Council 19 November 2024 
and will provide a presentation on the 2023/2024 financial statements and the final audit report. 

Council’s operating result from continuing operations for 2023/2024 was a surplus of $26.955 
million, compared to a budgeted surplus of $12.175 million. Council recorded a deficit before 
capital grants and contributions of $14.446 million for 2023/2024, compared to the original 
budgeted deficit of $1.628 million.  

Council experienced a number of challenges this year with increased depreciation, loss on 
disposal of assets and the challenges facing the economy as a whole with escalating cost of 
materials and labour. 

Total revenue decreased slightly to $109.782 million, from $125.401 million in 2022/2023 with 
$41.401 million in capital grants and contributions, which is consistent with the previous year.  
Council received $13.329 million in operating grants and contributions during 2023/2024, which 
was a decrease of $13.306 million from the previous year which largely comprised of disaster 
recovery funding. 

Total operating expenditure was $82.827 million, a slight increase from $81.144 million in the 
previous year.  

Council’s overall financial position remains strong with net assets of $1.163 billion, including cash 
and cash equivalents of $82.296 million. Council has met the benchmark in five out of nine of its 
key performance measure ratios. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. Adopts the general purpose financial statements, special purpose financial statements and 
special schedules for the year ended 30 June 2024. 

2. Certifies the following in respect of the general purpose financial statements and special 
purpose financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2024: 

(a) Council’s general purpose financial statements and special purpose financial 
statements have been prepared in accordance with: 

(i) The Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) and the regulations made thereunder, 
and 

(ii) The Australian Accounting Standards and other pronouncements of the 
Australian Accounting Standards Board, and  

(iii) The Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting. 

(b) The general purpose financial statements and special purpose financial statements 
present fairly Council’s financial position and operating result for the year ended 30 
June 2024 and: 

(i) The reports are in accordance with Council’s accounting and other records; 

(ii) The signatories to this statement being the Mayor, a Councillor, General Manager 
and Responsible Accounting Officer are not aware of anything that would make 
the financial statements false or misleading in any way; 

3. Fixes Tuesday 19 November 2024 as the date for the meeting to present the financial 
statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 to the public, invites submissions in writing and 
provides appropriate public notice of this meeting; 

4. Adopts the restricted assets (reserves) schedule as detailed in this report. 

 
DELIVERY PROGRAM LINKS 

Objective 11: Manage resources responsibly 

11A Manage finances responsibly and provide value for money 

11A1 Undertake long-term financial planning and ensure compliance with financial regulation 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

REPORT 

Council’s operating result from continuing operations for 2023/2024 was a surplus of $26.955 
million, compared to a budgeted surplus of $12.175 million. Council received $13.329 million in 
operating grants and contributions during 2023/2024 and $41.401 million in capital grants and 
contributions during 2023/2024. 

Council’s operating result before capital grants and contributions was a deficit of $14.446 million, 
compared to the original budgeted deficit of $1.628 million. This is reflective of the challenges 
facing the economy as a whole with escalating cost of materials and labour and is heavily 
influenced by natural disaster recovery and the availability of operating grants.  

Largely impacting on this result was an increase in depreciation expense, much of which is due to 
accounting standards requiring Council to index its asset values annually to reflect the fair value of 
the asset. These indexation rates, released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in July, after the 
end of the financial year, reflect the increasing cost of replacing those assets in line with current 
market conditions. As the cost of construction is increasing, so is the cost to replace our assets, 
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hence the increase. In addition, Council has revised the remaining life of the Casino Sewage 
Treatment Plant in line with the expected timeframe for replacement, resulting in an increase in 
depreciation. This is intended to reduce future impacts on Council’s result when the asset is 
replaced. 

Councils across NSW are experiencing significant financial challenges which are having a huge 
impact on the sector. Council’s submission, one of 129 submissions to the NSW Government’s 
Inquiry into the Ability of Local Governments to Fund Infrastructure and Services, highlighted the 
challenges councils are facing in funding the needs of their communities and maintaining the 
required level of service. Council relies heavily on external funding to meet its existing service 
levels and continue to renew its infrastructure. The cost of supplies, materials, and everyday 
operating expenses, such as electricity and fuel, have continued to rise at a rate much greater than 
Council’s revenue, which has impacted on Council’s bottom line.  

Council’s financial position is sound with net assets of $1.163 billion, including cash and cash 
equivalents of $82.296 million. Available working capital is sufficient to manage Council’s day-to-
day operations and provide a safeguard against unforeseen and unbudgeted expenditures after 
taking into account the level of internally restricted reserves. The balance of these reserves has 
remained stable in recent years even through the pandemic, disaster recovery and the completion 
of consecutive large capital works programs and is sufficient to fund future budgeted works. During 
the year, unexpected expenses were funded from higher-than-expected interest income, including 
the change in operating structure of the NRLX. This had a one-off impact on Council’s operating 
result of $1.5m for the 2023/2024 year. Council’s move toward a leasing structure of the NRLX will 
see a more positive outcome as a future deficit of $200,000 is forecast for the 2024/2025 year, 
which is a significant improvement on previous results under the old operating structure and will 
further improve when loan borrowings from the facility upgrade are finalised in 2024/2025. 

Over the past 10 years council’s operations have increased substantially, with operating 
expenditure increasing from $46m in 2014/2015 to $83m in 2023/2024, operating income 
(excluding capital grants) from $44m to $68mil and capital works program from $17m to $60m in 
2023/2024. That’s an investment in our community going from $63m to $143m per annum. Whilst 
council has only achieved two operating surpluses (excluding capital grants) over the past 10 
years, the majority of council’s key performance indicators still remain above the industry 
benchmark.   

Accounting for the net loss on disposal of assets has further impacted the operating result due to 
significant infrastructure replacements such as the Casino Swimming Pool as well as numerous 
sports grounds upgrades. Again, this accounting process has been impacted by the current 
economic market in terms of resale values for assets along with the increased indexation rates 
being applied annually and will be addressed in Council’s budget moving forward. 

The summarised financial results for the year ended 30 June 2024 are as follows: 

Income Statement 

Actual 2024 

$’000 

Actual 2023 

$’000 

Total Income from Continuing Operations 109,782 125,401 

Total Expenses from Continuing Operations 82,827 81,144 

Operating Result from Continuing Operations 26,955 44,257 

Net Operating Result before grants and contributions provided for 
capital purposes 

(14,446) 2,954 
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Statement of Financial Position 

Actual 2024 

$’000 

Actual 2023 

$’000 

Total Current Assets 89,846 100,704 

Total Non-Current Assets 1,125,927 941,505 

Total Assets 1,215,773 1,042,209 

Total Current Liabilities 30,836 33,306 

Total Non-Current Liabilities 21,020 20,345 

Total Liabilities 51,856 53,651 

Net Assets 1,163,917 988,558 

Equity   

Accumulated Surplus 460,852 433,897 

Revaluation Reserves 703,065 554,481 

Total Equity 1,163,917 988,378 

 

Statement of Cash Flows 

Actual 2024 

$’000 

Actual 2023 

$’000 

Cash Flows from Operating Activities - receipts 104,628 124,974 

Cash Flows from Operating Activities - payments (55,140) (61,902) 

Net Cash provided (or used in) Operating Activities 49,488 63,072 

Cash Flows from Investing Activities - receipts 836 269 

Cash Flows from Investing Activities - payments (66,859) (53,606) 

Net Cash provided (or used in) Investing Activities (66,023) (53,338) 

Cash Flows from Financing Activities - receipts 2,600 0 

Cash Flows from Financing Activities - payments ((3,962) (3,809) 

Net Cash provided (or used in) Financing Activities (1,362) (3,809) 

Net Increase/(Decrease) in Cash & Cash Equivalents (17,897) 5,925 

Cash and Cash Equivalents - beginning of year 55,497 49,572 

Cash and Cash Equivalents - end of year 37,600 55,497 

Plus: Investments on Hand - end of year 44,696 35,088 

Total Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investments 82,296 90,585 

 

Council’s key performance measures remain satisfactory, with the majority of these being above 
the industry benchmark.  These are summarised below: 
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Operating performance ratio    Own source operating revenue ratio 

  

Council’s operating performance ratio on a consolidated basis was -16.63% for 2023/2024.  
Council’s operating income, in particular operating grants and contributions, decreased from 
2022/2023 with the actual amounts of grants received dependent upon decisions made by the 
State and Federal Governments after the original budget is adopted and heavily impacted by 
natural disaster funding. The industry benchmark for this ratio is > 0.00% and achieving this will 
remain as a key focus moving forward. 

Council’s own source operating revenue ratio has remained relatively consistent at 49.63%. This 
ratio is heavily impacted by grant funding which have been quite high over the past few years. The 
industry benchmark is > 60.00%. 

Unrestricted current ratio            Debt service cover ratio 

  

Council’s unrestricted current ratio has remained consistent with previous years at 2.95, meaning 
Council now has $2.95 in unrestricted current assets for every $1 of current liabilities.  This ratio is 
well above the benchmark of > 1.50x. 

The debt service cover ratio was 2.68 for 2023/2024.  This ratio measures the availability of 
operating cash to service debt including interest, principal and lease payments.  This ratio is above 
the benchmark of > 2.00x.   
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Rates and annual charges outstanding percentage       Cash expense cover ratio 

  

Council’s rates and annual charges outstanding percentage remains comparable to the previous 
year at 9.62% on a consolidated basis.  This ratio meets the industry benchmark of < 10.00%, 
however is still impacted by the fact that Council levies its water and sewerage annual charges in 
arrears.  The general fund ratio is a more representative measure of outstanding rates and annual 
charges which has also remained relatively stable at 3.97%, from 3.21% in 2022/2023.  Given the 
number of challenges with cost-of-living pressures facing households over the last 12 months, this 
is a positive result and demonstrates that Council continues to actively monitor and pursue 
outstanding balances through its debt recovery practices.   

The cash expense cover ratio remains comparable to previous years at 11.09 months for 
2023/2024.  This ratio indicates the number of months Council can continue paying for its 
immediate expenses without additional cash inflow and is well above the benchmark of > 3 
months. 

Building and infrastructure renewals   Infrastructure backlog ratio 

   

Council’s buildings and infrastructure renewals ratio has declined to 61.29%. This ratio was largely 
impacted this year by additional impairment being raised on council’s infrastructure assets due to 
the finalisation of asset inspections and essential public asset restoration applications. The industry 
benchmark is >= 100.00%. 

Council’s infrastructure backlog ratio was 6.86% for 2023/2024. This is again impacted by the 
revised amount of impairment on infrastructure assets due to disaster restoration works and will 
continue to be impacted by any future natural disasters. The industry benchmark is < 2.00%.       
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Asset maintenance ratio 

 

Council’s asset maintenance ratio was 131.27% for 2023/2024.  This is above the benchmark of > 
100.00%, which indicates that Council is investing sufficient funds to stop its infrastructure backlog 
growing. 

Council’s overall financial position remains strong with net assets of $1.163 billion, including cash 
and cash equivalents of $82.296 million. Available working capital is sufficient to manage Council’s 
day-to-day operations and provide a safeguard against unforeseen and unbudgeted expenditures 
after taking into account the level of internally restricted reserves. During the year, unexpected 
expenses were funded from higher-than-expected interest income, including the change in 
operating structure of the NRLX. This had a one-off impact on Council’s operating result, which 
was forecast in the March Quarterly Budget Review Statement, however the move toward a 
leasing structure and the finalisation of the borrowing at the end of this financial year will see a 
more positive outcome in future years. 

The schedule of restricted assets (reserves) held by Council as at 30 June 2024 is as follows: 

Restricted Asset 

30 June 2024 

$’000 

30 June 2023 

$’000 

External Restrictions   

Bonds and Deposits 535 536 

Developer Contributions - General Fund 3,478 3,690 

Developer Contributions - Water Fund 3,203 2,852 

Developer Contributions - Sewerage Fund 6,480 5,739 

Specific Purpose Unexpended Grants 13,642 6,390 

Specific Purpose Unexpended Loans – General Fund 1,052 0 

Water Supplies 6,056 5,534 

Sewerage Services 6,141 8,919 

Domestic Waste Management 4,912 7,137 

Stormwater Management 1,330 1,096 

Other 2,957 2,728 

Total External Restrictions 49,786 53,492 

Internal Restrictions   

Employee Leave Entitlements 1,631 1,481 

Richmond Upper Clarence Regional Library 44 139 
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Restricted Asset 

30 June 2024 

$’000 

30 June 2023 

$’000 

Other Waste Management 4,382 6,266 

Insurance Reserve 1,848 2,455 

Plant Replacement 2,388 4,199 

Real Estate and Infrastructure 4,288 3,038 

Petersons Quarry 1,449 2,503 

Woodview Quarry 1,693 2,440 

Quarry Rehabilitation 634 515 

Road Rehabilitation Reserve 2,649 2,272 

Northern Rivers Livestock Exchange - 160 

Rural Road Safety Program 121 91 

Unexpended Special Rates Variations 833 865 

Financial Assistance Grant Advance Payment 5,767 6,397 

TfNSW State Roads Maintenance Contract 6 6 

Public Cemeteries Perpetual Maintenance Reserve 114 186 

Carry Over Works 3,780 3,035 

Event Funding 43 75 

Northern Rivers Rail Trail Maintenance  640 655 

Total Internal Restrictions 32,310 36,778 

Total Restrictions 82,096 90,270 

Total Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investments 82,296 90,585 

Unrestricted Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investments 200 315 

CONSULTATION 

Council will advertise the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 to the public and 
invite submissions in writing, with submissions closing at 4:00pm, Tuesday 26 November 2024.  
Any submissions will be reported to the December 2024 Ordinary Meeting. 

Council must also make available copies of the financial statements for inspection by the public 
from the date public notice is given until the day after the meeting where the financial statements 
were presented. 

CONCLUSION 

To formalise the financial reporting process, there are legislative steps that Council is required to 
follow.  In accordance with Section 413 2(c) of the Local Government Act 1993, the following 
statements are required to be included in the resolution of this report to enable Council to adopt the 
financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2024: 

(a)   Council’s general purpose financial statements and special purpose financial statements 
have been prepared in accordance with: 

(i) The Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) and the regulations made thereunder, and 

(ii) The Australian Accounting Standards and other pronouncements of the Australian 
Accounting Standards Board, and  

(iii) The Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting. 
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(b)   The general purpose financial statements and special purpose financial statements present 
fairly Council’s financial position and operating result for the year ended 30 June 2024 and: 

(iv) The reports are in accordance with Council’s accounting and other records, 

(v) The signatories to this statement being the Mayor, a Councillor, General Manager and 
Responsible Accounting Officer are not aware of anything that would make the financial 
statements false or misleading in any way 

In accordance with Section 418 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council must fix a date for a 
meeting to be held where the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2024 are presented 
to the public.  Council must also give public notice of this date and invite submissions in writing 
from the public, with copies of the financial statements available for inspection until 4pm on 
Tuesday 26 November 2024.  

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil 
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18 GENERAL BUSINESS 

Nil  
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19 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended that the following reports submitted for information be received and noted. 

 

19.1 INFRASTRUCTURE RECONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

Director: Ben Zeller  

Responsible Officer: Kim Anderson  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the information provided in the Infrastructure Reconstruction 
Update. 

 
REPORT 

The natural disaster flood event of March 2022 caused damage to approximately 75% of the 
Richmond Valley’s 1065km road network. Following the event, emergency and immediate 
reconstruction works were undertaken to restore road access for the community at a cost of $15.36 
million. Funding is provided to Council for expenses incurred to complete works considered urgent, 
and essential to support immediate recovery of a community. The table below provides the 
expenditure cost for the initial stages on the road network. 

 
Emergency Works 

(EW) 
Immediate Reconstruction 

Works (IRW) 

Local Roads $ 5,668,077 $ 8,180,420 

Urban Roads $ 185,972 $ 40,748 

Regional Roads $ 819,851 $ 123,681 

Crown Roads $ 83,693 $ 258,344 

Total Spent $ 6,757,592 $ 8,603,192 

 

The natural disaster restoration program transitioned to the essential public asset reconstruction 
(EPAR) working phase commencing 1 April 2023. This process involves activities to fully 
reconstruct an essential public asset to pre-disaster capacity and condition. This requires Council 
to submit estimated reconstruction costs for approval prior to the commencement of any physical 
works. 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) appointed industry consulting firm Indras in August 2023 as a pilot 
project to assess and evaluate existing disaster management processes performed by Council and 
to embed new processes to be followed for all future disaster events. 

Managed under the Asset Systems and Planning Department of Council, the Infrastructure 
Recovery has a dedicated a team of five staff either full time or part time working on a range of 
duties ensuring all repairs from disaster events are claimed, programmed, and finalised. 
Administration processes are now in place that can be activated for all future events which help 
ensure the funding claimed is approved and we receive the best outcome for the Richmond Valley. 
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Key Dates and Timelines relating to Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA): 

 Emergency Works (EW) were extended from 30 September 2022 to 31 December 2022. 

 Immediate Reconstruction Works (IRW) expired on 31 December 2022. 

 All IRW’s were converted to EPARs by mid November 2022. 

 EPARs claim deadlines were extended from 31 December 2023 to 30 June 2024. 

 EPARs approvals to be finalised by 30 September 2024 (limited individual claim extension 
applied). 

Transport for NSW Applications and Claims 

The Infrastructure Recovery team successfully achieved the milestone submission deadline of 30 
June 2024 including finalising all project tenders representing market financial total upper limit 
values. This milestone was focused on reducing Council’s financial risk for complex projects such 
as landslips where costings, unit rates and quantities were unable to be used. 

Council has been working with the TfNSW assessment team for final approvals due 30 September 
2024. Only 3 EPAR claims remain under revision and assessment for final determination.   

Application Status  
EPAR Projects 

 

Approved claims by TfNSW – Concurrence by Council 87 

Under Assessment by TfNSW 1 

Approved claims by TfNSW – Objection by Council 2 

Approved with concurrence total value $ 49,326,987 

 

These approvals are critical to the overall reconstruction effort to ensure there is sufficient time, 
relevant appropriate project scope, and funding for Council’s Asset Delivery Teams, to deliver the 
reconstruction works. 

A total of 87 EPAR claims have been approved with concurrence on project scope and costings 
valued at $49.3 million. Council is working with TfNSW on two claims which have been approved 
for $1.1 million, however it is objecting to this approved value based on its assessment of costs 
related to the scope of works.  Currently one claim is under assessment by TfNSW relating to 
verge cleanups based on Council’s application value of $3.4 million.  

At this stage, the estimate of the total cost of restoring and improving our road network will be 
approximately $75.8 million made up of EW, IRW, EPAR’s and Betterment funding.  In addition to 
this, Council has also been successful in obtaining funding for other road and bridge reconstruction 
projects including Tatham Bridges ($21 million), Thearles Canal ($1.4 million), Dairy Flat ($4.2 
million), and Broadwater Bridge ($1.5 million) bringing the total reconstruction investment in the 
road network to over $100 million. 

Expenditure to repair flood damage on Councils buildings and facilities, open spaces and 
recreational areas, water, sewerage, and stormwater drainage infrastructure are not captured 
under this EPAR process and are additional to the above figures. 
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Funds spent to date 

The table below identifies funds spent to date (as of 30 September 2024) on the reconstruction 
effort: 

Emergency Works 
(EW) 

Immediate 
Reconstruction 

Works (IRW) 

Essential Public 
Asset Restoration 

(EPAR) 
TOTAL 

$ 6,757,592 $ 8,603,192 $ 14,530,777 $ 29,891,561 

 

Roadworks Delivery Program: 

Council has focused on providing efficiencies through incorporating the capital program, grant 
funding, and EPAR works with an aim to improve the overall road network. Council has developed 
a delivery program for funded works including EPAR approvals programmed for completion by 
December 2026. The delivery works will be completed using approved qualified contractors as well 
as Council’s asset delivery and roads and drainage teams.  

The landslips and embankment repair EPAR’s have all claims approved, tenders awarded, and  
contractors appointed. These projects include Naughtons Gap Road, Bentley Road, MR145 
Woodburn-Coraki Road, Upper Mongogarie, Upper Cherry Tree and East Coraki Road land slip. 

The forward schedule program includes work packages for urban town works, unsealed roads, 
sealed roads heavy patching, bridge repairs, culvert replacements, signage, guard rails, and verge 
cleanup activities across all affected areas of the Richmond Valley. 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil  
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19.2 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS DETERMINED UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT FOR THE PERIOD 1 AUGUST 2024 - 31 
AUGUST 2024 AND 1 SEPTEMBER 2024 - 30 SEPTEMBER 2024 

Director: Angela Jones  

Responsible Officer: Andy Edwards  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the Development Application report for the period 1 August 2024 
to 30 September 2024. 

 
REPORT 

This report provides a summary of development activity on a monthly basis. All Development 
Applications determined in the month are outlined in this report, including Section 4.55 approvals, 
applications which were refused and withdrawn, and applications with no development value, such 
as subdivisions.  
 
Council receives a fortnightly summary of the status of applications (including all received) and 
notifications of all determinations of Development Applications are included in the Community 
Newsletter on a monthly basis. 
 
August 2024 

The total number of Development Applications and Complying Development Applications 
determined within the Local Government area for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 was 
twenty-two (22) with a total value of $37,419,860.70. 
 
During this period there were four (4) applications determined with a Clause 4.6 Variation being 
DA2024/0176 – 7-9 Dyraaba Street & 90-94 Colches Street, Casino, DA2024/0158 – 35 Cassino 
Drive, Casino, DA2024/0140 – 17 McDonald Place, Evans Head and DA2024/0132 – 156 
Ainsworth Road, Mongogarie.  
 
One application was withdrawn being DA2024/0152 – 385 Gores Road, Spring Grove due to not 
demonstrating compliance in regard to RFS access requirements. 
 
September 2024 

The total number of Development Applications and Complying Development Applications 
determined within the Local Government area for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 
2024 was twenty-three (23) including three (3) privately certified Complying Development 
Certificate with a total value of $8,166,299.00 
 
During the month of September development applications older than 12 months with an 
outstanding request for additional information were reviewed. Discussions were conducted with 
owner/applicants which resulted in three (3) applications withdrawn and one (1) application 
surrendered. 
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The graph below shows the number of development applications processed by Council over five 
financial years. 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Monthly number of development applications and CDC’s processed by Council over five financial 
years. 

 

Figure 2 provides the annual value of Development Consents including CDCs issued by Council 
and private ceritifers over five financial years. Figure 3 provides a detailed review of the value for 
the reporting months of August and September 2024. 
 

 

Figure 2: Annual value of development 
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Figure 3: Value of development for the month of August 2024 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Value of development for the month of September 2024 
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Number of Development Applications  

The number of applications received by Council does not necessarily reflect the value of 
developments, as single large developments can be equivalent in value to a large number of more 
standard type developments such as sheds, dwellings and small commercial developments.  
 
Figures 4 and 5 detail the number of applications determined by Council over the past five years.  

 

Figure 4: Value of development applications per month over five financial years. 

 

Figure 5: Number of Development Applications & CDCs per annum over five financial years 
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Activity for the month of August 2024 
 

General Approvals (excluding Subdivisions, Section 4.55) 17 

Section 4.55 amendments to original consent 4 

Operational Consent  - 

Subdivision 1 

Refused - 

Rejected - 

Complying Development (Council Approved) - 

Complying Development (Private Certifier Approved) - 

Amended Complying Development (Private Certifier Approved) - 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS DETERMINED  22 

  

Withdrawn 1 

Average assessment days for applications determined in August 2024 

(Planning & Building Combined) 
31 

No. of Integrated development applications determined in August 2024 1 

No. of Designated development applications determined in August 2024 - 

 
Activity for the month of September 2024 
 

General Approvals (excluding Subdivisions, Section 4.55) 16 

Section 4.55 amendments to original consent 2 

Operational Consent  - 

Subdivision 1 

Refused - 

Rejected - 

Complying Development (Council Approved) 1 

Complying Development (Private Certifier Approved) 3 

Amended Complying Development (Private Certifier Approved) - 

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS DETERMINED 23 

  

Withdrawn/Surrendered 4 

Average assessment days for applications determined in September 2024 

(Planning & Building Combined) 
30 

No. of Integrated development applications determined in September 2024 - 

No. of Designated development applications determined in September 
2024 

- 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil  
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Summary of Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  

for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 
 

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (In Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2024/0146 Barker Architects C M Gooley 
13 Seamist Lane, Evans 
Head 

External works only. New external 
entry stairs and covered deck, new 
window shrouds,  refurbished deck 
and viewing platform. 

10/04/2024 18/04/2024 22/08/2024 $150,700.00 

MA2024/0009 
Richmond Valley 
Council 

Richmond Valley Council 
Casino Memorial Park 
and Swimming Pool, 84 
Centre Street, Casino 

S4.55(1(A) Modification - Minor 
amendments to internal layout of the 
Swim Club and adjacent Stores, 
extend the approved hours of 
operation to include opening from 
5.30am weekdays and 7.00am 
weekends and public holidays, and 
to allow construction traffic 
associated with the construction of 
the new swim club stage to gain 
access to the site from Centre 
Street 

7/05/2024 11/06/2024 29/08/2024 $550,000.00 

DA2024/0181 Ardill Payne & Partners 
A S Ramsey & C A 
Ramsey 

171 Sextonville Road, 
Casino 

To undertake the 
demolition/removal of an existing 
flood damaged dwelling house and 
in-ground swimming pool and the 
construction of a new two storey 
dwelling house 

27/06/2024 11/07/2024 5/08/2024 $1,820,000.00 

DA2024/0182 
Evolve Planning 
Services Pty Ltd 

K M Giacobetti & F 
Giacobetti 

46 Cherry Street, Evans 
Head 

New Dwelling 27/06/2024 5/07/2024 14/08/2024 $824,996.00 

DA2025/0001 R J Hayes 
H M Johnston & I M 
Johnston 

127 Ocean Drive, Evans 
Head 

Alterations and additions to existing 
dwelling inclusive of extensions to 
the ground and upper level,  new 
concrete swimming pool, 
colourbond roof, driveway area and 
associated works 

1/07/2024 12/07/2024 9/08/2024 $610,500.00 

DA2025/0002 Northern Rivers Pools 
W J Morgan & K P 
Morgan 

142 Bridge Street, 
Coraki 

Installation of an in-ground 
fibreglass swimming pool, its 
associated equipment and fencing 

2/07/2024 5/07/2024 7/08/2024 $60,070.00 

DA2025/0003 The Shed Company J J Santin & M Santin 
61 Woodburn Street, 
Evans Head 

7.5m x 8m Gable Roof Colorbond 
Shed with a request to vary the DCP 
in regard to side & rear setbacks 

4/07/2024 16/07/2024 8/08/2024 $18,890.00 

MA2025/0001 
Verte Design & Drafting 
Pty Ltd 

L A Watson 68 Barker Street, Casino 
S4.55(1A) Modification -  Raising a 
floor level and moving location of 
dwelling 500 mm 

8/07/2024 10/07/2024 5/08/2024 $585,000.00 
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Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (In Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2025/0007 M Hutchinson 
G L Edmonds & J A 
Bilston 

48-50 Colches Street, 
Casino 

Removal of existing 1.2m high fence 
and replacement with a 1.8m high 
aluminium fence to the Child Care 
Centre boundary 

10/07/2024 11/07/2024 2/08/2024 $12,000.00 

MA2025/0002 Planit Consulting Sle Freehold Pty Ltd 
15-19 Oak Street, Evans 
Head 

Section 4.55 (1A) Minor 
amendments to the approved 
building alterations 

10/07/2024 22/07/2024 20/08/2024 $491,388.70 

DA2025/0010 S D Henderson K M Cowan 89 Centre Street, Casino 
Additional bedroom, relocate WC 
and new rear patio area 

11/07/2024 16/07/2024 16/08/2024 $84,700.00 

DA2025/0012 N L Lammers 
R A Lammers & N L 
Lammers 

41 Cypress Street, 
Evans Head 

Resited dwelling and associated 
works 

11/07/2024 25/07/2024 21/08/2024 $100,000.00 

DA2025/0013 R Hanby S G Lane 
1930 Bentley Road, 
Bentley 

Two lot Torrens Title subdivision of 
RU1 zoned land, each comprising of 
minimum area of 40ha or more 

12/07/2024 22/07/2024 20/08/2024 $9,295.00 

DA2025/0014 
Newton Denny 
Chapelle 

P L Liebke & K A Liebke 8 Pitt Street, Broadwater Construction of a dwelling house 12/07/2024 24/07/2024 30/08/2024 $569,398.00 

DA2025/0015 J P Quinn 
Baxter Torelli Investments 
Pty Ltd 

47-49 Woodburn Street, 
Evans Head 

Demolition of the existing residence 
(house) for re-location 

16/07/2024 18/07/2024 12/08/2024 $100,000.00 

DA2025/0017 
Newton Denny 
Chapelle 

Pagotto Superannuation 
Fund Pty Ltd 

108-116 Richmond 
Street, Woodburn 

Change of use to a Health Services 
Facility (Medical centre) including 
demolition work, building fit out, 
carparking and associated works. 

23/07/2024 29/07/2024 22/08/2024 $495,770.00 

MA2025/0005 
Newton Denny 
Chapelle 

P J Fuhrmann, J A 
Fuhrmann & H M 
Smethurst 

23 Beech Street, Evans 
Head 

S4.55(1A) - The modification 
incorporates a change to the 
exterior cladding of the dual 
occupancy building from a dark to a 
light colour scheme. 

5/08/2024 13/08/2024 15/08/2024 $1,540,000.00 

DA2025/0027 R D Nutt 
NSW Reconstruction 
Authority 

34 Cedar Street, 
Woodburn   

Relocation of existing dwelling to 
Kyogle, NSW including ancillary site 
clean-up works 

7/08/2024 12/08/2024 30/08/2024 $121,091.00 

 

Summary of Council Certified Complying Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 

Date 
Received 

 (In 
Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil         
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Summary of Flood Affected Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 

Date 
Received 

 (In 
Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil                 

 

 

Summary of Privately Certified Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 

Date 
Submitted 
to Council 

for 
Registration 

Date 
Accepted 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil         

 

Summary of Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act with a Clause 4.6 Variation 
for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (in Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2024/0176 J L McCaughey JL McCaughey Pty Ltd 

7-9 Dyraaba Street, 
Casino &  
90-94 Colches Street, 
Casino 

Extension to the existing General 
Industry (staff amenities block, 
store and plant room), and 
construction of a Warehouse (cold 
storage) and Distribution Centre, 
Car Park and Signage. 

30/05/2024 3/06/2024 8/08/2024 $7,617,500.00 

DA2024/0158 HPC Planning 
H E McCaughey & P W 
McCaughey 

35 Cassino Drive, 
Casino 

Construction of a Transport 
Depot, Warehouse (cold storage) 
and Distribution Centre and 
Signage 

24/04/2024 10/05/2024 1/08/2024 $16,244,800.00 
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DA2024/0140 
Newton Denny 
Chapelle 

17 The Evans Pty Ltd 
17 McDonald Place, 
Evans Head   

The construction of a shop top 
housing development comprising 
ground floor commercial space 
and ten (10) residential units 
within the first and second floor. 
The proposal is inclusive of 
demolition of the existing building, 
removal of existing vegetation, 
and ground floor carparking.  The 
project involves awnings above 
the footpaths adjacent McDonald 
Place and Elm Street, and 
incorporates kerbside dining to 
service the commercial space. 

2/04/2024 7/05/2024 8/08/2024 $4,970,042.00 

DA2024/0132 
Byron Bay Planning & 
Property Consultants 

A J Bevan 
156 Ainsworth Road, 
Mongogarie   

Proposed detached dual 
occupancy dwellings (two 
dwellings to create a dual 
occupancy) 

19/03/2024 4/04/2024 29/08/2024 $443,720.00 

 

Summary of Development Applications Refused under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (in Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determinatio
n 

Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil                 

Summary of Development Applications issued under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 

  

Application ID Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (in Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determinatio
n 

Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil                 

Summary of Development Applications Withdrawn under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 August 2024 to 31 August 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (in Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Date 
Withdrawn 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2024/0152  P J St Clair  P J St Clair 
 385 Gores Road, 
Spring Grove 

 As built structure to create a dual 
occupancy and ancillary works 

16/04/2024  1/05/2024 23/08/2024  $92,558.00  
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Summary of Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

 

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (In Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2023/0190 J McCarthy & B Squires Kofuku Pty Ltd 
100 Centre Street, 
Casino 

Alterations and additions to the 
Cecil Hotel, including conversion 
of the first floor to a function room 
with associated amenities and 
ancillary works. 

7/08/2024 7/08/2024 26/09/2024 $1,772,000.00 

DA2024/0129 Newton Denny Chapelle 
S S Thompson & G A 
Pritchett 

945 Woodburn Coraki 
Road, Bungawalbin 

Decommissioning and change of 
use of an existing dwelling to a 
farm building, and construction of 
a new dwelling 

6/06/2024 6/06/2024 19/09/2024 $330,000.00 

DA2025/0006 Newton Denny Chapelle 
Ampol Australia 
Petroleum Pty Ltd 

32 Dyraaba Street, 
Casino 

Replacement of fuel infrastructure 
at an existing fuel storage depot 
and service station 

10/07/2024 23/07/2024 10/09/2024 $511,500.00 

DA2025/0008 J S Nelson J S Nelson 
27 Colches Street, 
Casino 

Demolition of existing 6x4m shed 
and erection of new colourbond 
10x7m shed made up of 2 
enclosed bays and 1 open bay, 
skillion roof and 6x10 concrete 
apron with a request to vary the 
DCP 

10/07/2024 16/07/2024 20/09/2024 $46,000.00 

DA2025/0011 K E Anderson 
T & K Anderson 
Investments Pty Ltd 

935 Spring Grove 
Road, Spring Grove 

Staged alterations and additions 
to residential dwelling and 
construction of a farm shed 

11/07/2024 29/07/2024 12/09/2024 $174,167.00 

DA2025/0016 R J Hayes 
R L McFarlane & L J 
McFarlane 

74 Trustums Hill 
Road, Woodburn 

Additions to existing dwelling, 
installation of an in-ground 
fibreglass swimming pool in front 
of existing shed and construction 
of a new shed with awning and 
associated works. 

19/07/2024 29/07/2024 2/09/2024 $349,800.00 

MA2025/0003 Barker Studio Pty Ltd 
P R Wotherspoon & J J 
Wotherspoon 

23 Riverview Street, 
Evans Head 

S4.55(1A) Modification to extend 
approved rear deck roof by 18m²  
with pitch change 

24/07/2024 26/07/2024 10/09/2024 $549,650.00 

DA2025/0020 B A Harley 
B J Gooley & S A 
Gooley 

53 Verulam View, 
Spring Grove 

Brick veneer dwelling with metal 
roof 

29/07/2024 2/08/2024 2/09/2024 $1,026,000.00 

DA2025/0021 S L Coe S L Coe 
1272 Caniaba Road, 
Clovass 

Shed with bathroom and utilities 31/07/2024 7/08/2024 6/09/2024 $149,000.00 

MA2025/0004 
GeoLink Consulting Pty 
Ltd - Coffs Harbour 

Northern Co-Operative 
Meat Co Ltd 

10615 Summerland 
Way, Casino 

S4.55(1A) – Deletion of conditions 
relating to provision of access to 
accommodation units for people 
with a disability 

2/08/2024 19/08/2024 10/09/2024 $1,300,000.00 
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Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (In Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2025/0024 Big River Sheds Pty Ltd M A Underhill 
11 Daisy Place, Fairy 
Hill 

Erect a colourbond shed on a 
concrete slab 

4/08/2024 9/08/2024 12/09/2024 $58,164.00 

DA2025/0028 M C Kenny M C Kenny & S G Kenny 
23 Laurel Avenue, 
Casino 

Installation of a fibreglass 
composite inground swimming 
pool and associated fencing 

7/08/2024 14/08/2024 12/09/2024 $58,880.00 

DA2025/0029 
Approved Services Pty 
Ltd 

P J Kingston & T R T 
Kingston 

Ginibi Drive, Swan 
Bay 

New dwelling 8/08/2024 16/08/2024 25/09/2024 $490,569.00 

DA2025/0032 D Johns 
N M Conlan & B W 
Conlan 

75 Haughwood Road, 
Bora Ridge 

Farm shed with amenities 13/08/2024 20/08/2024 2/09/2024 $94,700.00 

DA2025/0033 S A Banning S A Banning 
710 Shannonbrook 
Road, Shannon Brook 

Installation of an above ground 
swim spa with lockable lid and 
associated pool fencing. 

13/08/2024 19/08/2024 17/09/2024 $53,350.00 

DA2025/0034 R J Hayes T M H Ezzy 
28 Ash Street, Evans 
Head 

Conversion of an existing dwelling 
and secondary dwelling to create 
a detached dual occupancy 
development and Strata Title 
Subdivision 

16/08/2024 20/08/2024 17/09/2024 $10,340.00 

DA2025/0036 B E Harley R N Gooley 
17 Musgraves Road, 
North Casino 

New dwelling 20/08/2024 28/08/2024 19/09/2024 $401,000.00 

DA2025/0037 
North Coast Sheds & 
Garages Pty Ltd 

S L Whybro 
3 Douglas Crescent, 
Fairy Hill 

Construction of a shed (12m x 
12m) 

21/08/2024 28/08/2024 23/09/2024 $73,274.00 

DA2025/0038 
North Coast Sheds & 
Garages Pty Ltd 

P Trotter 
44 Trustums Hill 
Road, Woodburn 

Construction of a shed 21/08/2024 3/09/2024 23/09/2024 $60,300.00 
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Summary of Council Certified Complying Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

Application ID Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (In Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

CDC2025/0002 M K Peebles M K Peebles 
19 McElroy Street, 
Casino 

Dual occupancy development - 
construction of a 60sqm detached 
secondary dwelling 

 14/08/2024 19/08/2024 4/09/2024 $220,000.00 

 

Summary of Flood Affected Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 

Date 
Received 

 (In 
Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil                 

 

Summary of Privately Certified Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

  

Application  
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 

Date 
Submitted 
to Council 

for 
Registration 

Date 
Accepted 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

CDC2025/0005 
East Coast Building 
Consultants 

C P Baldwin-Mathias & 
K A A Flack 

78 Johnston Street, 
Casino 

Installation inground fibreglass 
swimming pool 

05/09/2024 16/09/2024 4/09/2024 $74,105.00 

CDC2025/0006 
Techton Building 
Services 

J M Roberts 
2/18-22 Oak Street, 
Evans Head 

Change of use to a Pizza shop 
and internal fitout 

 20/09/2024 25/09/2024 19/09/2024 $50,000.00 

CDC2025/0007 
Castle Kane Group 
Building Surveyors Pty 
Ltd 

Dantome Pty Ltd 
87-89 Walker Street, 
Casino 

Partial refurbishment and 
replacement of signage to shop 

 27/09/2024 9/10/2024  27/09/2024 $313,500.00 
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Summary of Development Applications determined under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act with a Clause 4.6 Variation 
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (in Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil                 

Summary of Development Applications Refused under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 

Date 
Received 

 (in 
Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil                 

Summary of Development Applications issued an Operation Consent under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 

Date 
Received 

 (in 
Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Determination 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

Nil                 

 

Summary of Development Applications Withdrawn under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (in Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Withdrawn 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2021/0189 D J Balch D J Balch 
17 Bruton Street, 
Casino 

Above ground swimming pool 
and associated pool fencing 

22/01/2021 25/01/2021 24/09/2024 $15,370.00 

DA2022/0033 M H De Beer M H De Beer 
111 Queensland 
Road, Casino 

Change of use from shed to 
living area with addition of 
bathroom, wall lining and 
flooring 

10/08/2021 12/08/2021 19/09/2024 $19,000.00 

DA2024/0010 
Newton Denny 
Chapelle 

D J & M J Gambley 
 49-53 Cope Street, 
Casino 

 Re-subdivision of three (3) lots 
into two (2) lots, and the 
construction of a multi dwelling 
house development comprising 
of eight (8) single storey 
dwellings, to be undertaken in 
three (3) stages 

 19/07/2023  8/08/2023  26/09/2024 $1,659,617.00 
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Summary of Development Applications Surrendered under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  
for the period 1 September 2024 to 30 September 2024 

  

Application 
ID 

Applicant  Owners Location Development 
Date 

Received 
 (in Portal) 

Date 
Accepted 
(In Portal) 

Surrendered 
Date 

Estimated 
Cost 

DA2022/0126 

TMMM Constructions 
Pty Ltd  t/as GJ 
Gardner Homes 
Grafton 

 R N Gooley & J M 
Waters 

17 Musgraves Road, 
North Casino 

Dwelling 23/12/2021 4/01/2022  17/09/2024 $451,376.00 
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19.3 AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES, 28 AUGUST 2024 

Director: Ryan Gaiter  

Responsible Officer: Latoya Cooper  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the Minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee held 
on 28 August 2024.  
 
 
REPORT 

At the August Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee meeting, strategic updates were provided 
on a recent Cyber Security Penetration Test, the risks associated with the upcoming Technology 
One CiA Live project, the recent adoption of Council’s Water for Life 2050 Strategy and a strategic 
update on Council’s ongoing work to improve risk management across the organisation with the 
assistance of Council’s Insurer, Civic Risk Mutual.  

During the reporting period, there were eleven (11) internal audit actions completed and two (2) 
external audit actions completed, leaving 17 audit actions in progress as at 30 June 2024.  

The next upcoming audit on Council’s Physical Asset Security is scheduled to be completed during 
November 2024, with the findings to be presented to the scheduled February 2025 Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee meeting.  

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee, Minutes 28 August 2024 (under separate 
cover)    
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19.4 CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINT STATISTICS 

Director: Ryan Gaiter  

Responsible Officer: Kate Allder-Conn  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the Code of Conduct complaint statistics for the period 1 
September 2023 to 31 August 2024. 

 
REPORT 

Councils in NSW are required to report on Code of Conduct complaint statistics, within three 
months of the end of September each year. 

The requirements are outlined in Clause 11.1 and 11.2 of the Procedures for the Administration of 
the Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW, with the report having been forwarded to 
the Office of Local Government. 

Council has received no Code of Conduct complaints against Councillors or the General Manager 
during this reporting period of 1 September 2023 to 31 August 2024. 

A copy of the complaint statistics report for the reporting period is attached. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. Code of Conduct Complaint Statistics (1 September 2023 - 31 August 2024)    
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19.5 CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE REPORT 1 JULY - 30 SEPTEMBER 2024 

Director: Angela Jones  

Responsible Officer: Sharon Banning  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the Customer Experience Report for the period 1 July – 30 
September 2024. 
 
 
REPORT 

Customer Service Contact Centre Data - Key Statistics 

Council is committed to providing a high-level of customer service to the community. The Customer 
Service Charter and Standards were adopted by Council at the 25 June 2019 meeting and 
reviewed at the 19 April 2022 meeting. As a result, quarterly reporting on Council's performance 
against the Customer Service Standards is prepared and tabled for Council. This report also 
contains details on the resolution of customer requests made through the contact centre. Analysis 
is undertaken to determine what strategies or areas of improvement may be required.  
 

Call Statistics 

A total of 6755 calls were handled by the contact centre team during the reporting period, which is 
a 1.1 percent increase for the same period of the previous year, and a 5.4 percent increase on the 
previous quarter’s volumes. The contact centre has exceeded all service targets for the reporting 
period, including 81.2 percent of calls answered within industry standard of 20 seconds, average 
time each caller spends in the queue is 21 seconds and the percentage rate for calls abandoned is 
less than one percent and average call time 3.07 minutes.   

 
Figure 1: Calls received into the call centre, comparison year on year 
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Receipt and Administration Statistics 

A total of 3193 receipts were processed for the reporting period, a 0.69 percent increase for the 
same period the previous year. The month of August saw an increase in the number of receipts 
processed, which can be attributed to the rates instalment period. Data indicates customers are 
utilising alternative payment options as face-to-face receipting has declined from previous years. 

Customer preferred payment methods are as follows: 57 percent EFTPOS, 25 percent as cash 
payments, 8 percent by cheque, and the remaining 10 percent were paid via direct bank transfer. 

 

 

Figure 2: Total number of receipts 

 

Certificates and Customer Requests 

98 percent of Section 735A, 10.7 and 603 certificates were completed within set timeframes in 
accordance with Council’s service standards. Of the certificate applications received, 49.6 percent 
were 10.7 planning certificates, 39.3 percent 603 rates certificates and 11.1 percent were 
outstanding notice searches. Property search enquiries increased by 24.1 percent for 10.7 
certificate searches compared to this quarter in 2023, with a 65.3 percent increase in 603 
certificate enquiries.  

 
Figure 3. Applications received. 
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Figure 4. Applications comparison 

 

Customer Request Management System - Key Statistics 

During the reporting period, 1889 new requests were logged, a decrease of 5.5 percent compared 
to the previous quarter and 19 percent increase on the same reporting period of the previous year.   

Roads and Drainage requests have doubled in volume in comparison to the previous year 
reporting period. The rise can be attributed to continuous wet weather delaying maintenance 
programs on rural road network and contributing to the hastening deterioration of road surfaces.  

  
Figure 5: Number of requests 
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Cemeteries 

NSW Government recently established Cemeteries and Crematoria NSW (CCNSW), an authority 
tasked with licencing all Councils, churches and private enterprise operating cemeteries and 
crematoriums within NSW.  Its primary focus is ensuring all people in NSW have access to 
sustainable and affordable burial and cremation services, which are respectful of culture and faith 
and provided in a consistent, transparent and accountable manner.    

A notable change has been the introduction of a consumer contract of Perpetual Interment Right 
replacing the previous Right of Burial / Reservation.  The contract uses “plain english” and sets out 
the standards / service / fees, a consumer can expect for a basic internment option.   

As part of its role, CCNSW monitors consumer complaints and mediates issues unable to be 
resolved at a local level, involving operators of cemeteries and crematoria.  A requirement of the 
cemetery licence is for operators to have a documented complaints handling process and the 
register of complaints / resolutions reported annually. 

CCNSW has established standard maintenance requirements for cemeteries along with inspection 
regimes for headstones and trees within cemeteries.  Evidence of Council’s safe work method 
statements, maintenance plans and inspection schedules are also reportable.  

A reporting portal has been developed for administrators to lodge annual cemeteries returns and 
compliance reporting.  The additional compliance and reporting requirements have increased the 
administrative workload for both office and operational staff.  

All staff involved with cemetery activities have undertaken CCNSW mandated cultural and religious 
training.  To ensure this training aligned with our local Aboriginal cultural and spiritual 
requirements, the knowledge and experience of Aboriginal elder and Liaison Officer Mr Sam 
Walker was sought to provide guidance on local funeral customs and traditions.   

From July 1, internment data reported via the portal will attract a government levy, paid by the 
consumer upon a burial or ashes placement, excluding interments for children under 12 years of 
age and persons without means.  The levy is remitted to CCNSW annually. 

 

 
Figure 6: Number of internments annually per cemetery. 
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Development Concierge  

The Development Concierge fielded 538 enquiries during the reporting period, majority of the 
enquiries in relation to residential alterations and additions, including swimming pools and 
sheds. An enquiry type maintaining popularity is “Can I subdivide my property?” Increased land 
and property values have owners considering subdivision as a pathway for their family members to 
the enter the real estate market and own their first home.  

The Development Concierge remains committed to customer response service levels, by end of 
next business day. Complex enquiries are researched in consultation with technical staff and the 
customer followed up with verbal and email correspondence.    

Our website library of development information and resources is under continuous review with the 
addition of thirty-one revised factsheets for public referencing. To support Council certifiers 
requirement for the inclusion of a waste management and construction management plan to 
accompany a DA application, templates and factsheets are being prepared to assist applicants in 
their preparation and will be available on the website.  

The First Responders continue to offer a Portal Assist service to applicants, providing full case 
management throughout the assessment process. The Teams pre-assessment timeframes are the 
most competitive compared against our neighbouring LGAs and currently comparable with the 
Ministers for Planning and Public Spaces, revised Statement of Expectations. 

 
Figure 7: Concierge enquiries by type 

E-Planning Portal – Key Statistics 

To combat the national housing crisis, NSW Governments has been set a target for an additional 
377 000 homes in NSW by 2029.  To achieve this, all councils have been given Notice to reduce 
assessment times in-line with the Minister’s expectations, in the hope of fast tracking the approval 
process and achieving the new home target within the tight timeframe.  Council’s pre-assessment 
and assessment times will be monitored monthly by the Department of Planning to ensure councils 
are maintaining their assigned assessment times.   

Prior to the Minister’s expectation of assessment times, our Council regularly delivered the most 
efficient assessment times across all development types, of all the councils in the Northern Rivers 
area.   
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Figure 8: RVC planning portal summary  

 

 
Figure 9: Applications received via the NSW Planning Portal 
 

OneRoad – Key Statistics 

Members of the Customer Experience team collaborate with Roads & Drainage, Events and 
Assets teams, as well as Emergency Services to ensure all scheduled and unplanned road 
incidents are entered through the One Road portal in a timely manner. Road users can be 
confident conditions and closures on Live Traffic app, are current and regularly updated and 
includes details of expected delays and provides alternate routes to minimise disruptions. 

 
Figure 10:  Total planned and unplanned road incidents recorded 
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Opportunities for Improvement  

Following a review of the report results, an opportunity for improvement has been identified. These 
areas as highlighted below will be the focus of the Customer Experience team in the coming 
months.   
 Continue to work closely with customers lodging applications via the e-planning portal to 

ensure submission to lodgement timeframes are maintained to required standards.   

 Work with operational teams to review service level targets and monitor outcomes and adjust 
as required.   

 Continue to provide ongoing training and support to our new staff members to increase their 
knowledge base enabling them to achieve 80 percent first contact resolution whilst 
maintaining and exceeding our quarterly call centre targets. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The information contained in this report demonstrates the significant volume of tasks and actions 
which are required to be completed by Council’s frontline Customer Experience staff. The 
Customer Service Standards are met and, more often than not, exceeded.   

Analysis of Customer Service Contact Centre data, Customer Request Management System and 
the Development Concierge statistics enables identification of opportunities to improve Council’s 
customer service and ensure processes are efficient and effective. 

In accordance with Council’s Customer Service Framework, staff continue to strive for high 
standards of customer service to the community, to monitor performance and implement 
efficiencies and improvements to process. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil  
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19.6 GRANT APPLICATION INFORMATION REPORT - AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2024 

Director: Ryan Gaiter  

Responsible Officer: Rylee Vidler  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes the Grant Application Information Report for the months of August 
and September 2024.  
 
 
 
REPORT 

This report provides information on grant applications that have been approved, grants that have 
been received, grant applications that were unsuccessful and grant applications that were 
submitted for the months of August and September 2024.  

During the reporting period, there were two grants approved (one in August and one in September) 
and seven submissions made (three in August and 4 in September). Council was notified of one 
prior year grant application that was unsuccessful (August).  

Council received funding for six grants totalling $7,954,864. Three of these grants were received in 
August ($318,790) and three were received in September ($7,636,074).  

A summary of grants approved and received, as well as the status of applications for the current 
financial year to 30 September 2024 is shown below: 
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Project Name Funding Body Funding Name Project Value
Grant 

Funding
Council 
Funding

Application 
Submitted

Date Approved

NSW Severe Weather and 
Flooding from 22 February 
onwards - AGRN 1012 EPAR 
Works

Transport for NSW (State)
Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA)

 $   34,397,952  $34,397,952  $                 -   N/A August - Various

Grants that have been approved - August

Comment: Council has been approved for the following new EPAR projects: Bentley Road Landslip, Casino Unsealed Roads 2, Casino Town Roads 2, Casino Town Roads 3, Casino 
Town Roads 4, Casino Town Roads 5, Casino Town Roads 6, Casino Town Roads 7, Coraki Town Roads 2, Coraki Town Roads 4, Grading 3, Grading 7, Casino Town Roads 8, 
Culvert Repairs 5, Bungawalbyn Area, Coombell and Benns Roads, Bundocks Road, Grenfell Street and Coraki Streets. 
Note: This is a cumulative total for all EPAR projects approved, previously reported $25,843,599. There are currently 59 EPAR submissions approved.

Project Name Funding Body Funding Name Project Value
Grant 

Funding
Council 
Funding

Application 
Submitted

Date Approved

NSW Severe Weather and 
Flooding from 22 February 
onwards - AGRN 1012 EPAR 
Works

Transport for NSW (State)
Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA)

 $   48,918,942  $48,918,942  $                 -   N/A September - Various

Grants that have been approved - September

Comment: Council has been approved for the following new EPAR projects: MR145, multiple bridge repairs, 2415 Busbys Flat Road, Richmond Terrace, Ainsworth Road and various 
other roads throughout the Richmond Valley LGA. 
Note: This is a cumulative total for all EPAR projects approved, previously reported $34,397,952. There are currently 84 EPAR submissions approved.
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Grants that have been received - August

Project Name Funding Body Funding Name Project Value
Grant 

Funding
Council 
Funding

Application 
Submitted

Date Received
Total 

Received

 $                 268,790 

16 August 2024

 $                   30,000 

28 August 2024

 $                   20,000 

30 August 2024

Financial Assistance Grant 
2024/25

NSW Local Government 
Grants Commission 
(Federal)

Financial Assistance Grant  $     6,842,387  $   6,842,387  $                 -   
N/A - Annual 

Allocation
 $   6,036,017 

Comment: Quarter 1 instalment of the 2024/2025 FAG Grant. 

Shade Sails for Crawford Square
Department of Community & 
Justice (State)

Community Building 
Partnerships

 $        128,778  $        30,000  $        98,778 27 October 2023  $        30,000 

Comment: Total funding received following successful event. 

Comment: Total funding received to commence works. 

Casino Truck Show Destination NSW (State)
Regional Event Flagship 
Stream

 $          20,000  $        20,000  $                 -   9 April 2024  $        20,000 

Grants that have been received - September

Project Name Funding Body Funding Name Project Value
Grant 

Funding
Council 
Funding

Application 
Submitted

Date Received
Total 

Received

 $             5,179,840 

25 September 2024

 $             1,813,104 

25 September 2024

 $                 643,130 

26 September 2024

Comment: Progress payment for works completed on Naughtons Gap Road Landslip betterment.  

Betterment of Casino Junior 
Rugby League Clubhouse

Regional NSW (State) Community Assets Program  $     1,607,825  $   1,607,825  $                 -   27 March 2024  $      643,130 

Comment: 40% of funding received to commence construction. 

 $16,270,088 

Comment: Progress payment for works completed on Naughtons Gap Road Landslip. 

Betterment of Naughtons Gap 
Road

Transport for NSW (State)
Regional Roads and 
Transport Recovery 
Package

 $     3,021,840  $   3,021,840  $                 -   1 December 2022  $   2,115,288 

NSW Severe Weather and 
Flooding from 22 February 
onwards - AGRN 1012 EPAR 
Works

Transport for NSW (State)
Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA)

 $   48,918,942  $48,918,942  $                 -   Various dates
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Project Name Funding Body Project Value
Grant 

Funding
Council Funding

Application 
Submitted

Casino Enabling Infrastructure to 
Summerland Estate 
Development

Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications and the 
Arts (Federal)

 $29,145,014  $29,145,014  $                            -   16 August 2024

Essential Infrastructure to 
activate Summerland Estate 
Casino and early works for new 
sewage treatment plant

Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications and the 
Arts (Federal)

 $36,110,360  $33,110,360  $             3,000,000 16 August 2024

Casino Country Music Muster

Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications and the 
Arts (Federal)

 $        60,000  $        50,000  $                   10,000 23 August 2024

Grant Applications Submitted - August

Funding Name

Housing Support Program - Community 
Enabling Infrastructure

Comment: This funding will allow Council to provide critical water and sewage infrastructure to service up to 1,600 homes in the new residential precinct at Summerland Estate.

Housing Support Program - Community 
Enabling Infrastructure

Comment: This funding will allow Council to provide critical water and sewage infrastructure to service up to 1,600 homes in the new residential precinct at Summerland Estate and 
provide enabling infrastructure to support timely construction of the new Casino Sewage Treatment Plant which will service future stages of the Summerland Estate development. 

Revive Live Supporting Australian Live Music

Comment: This funding will be spent on improving the events accessibility and artisits producing original music.
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Project Name Funding Body Project Value
Grant 

Funding
Council Funding

Application 
Submitted

MR145 - Road realignment at 
Coopers Lagoon

Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications and the 
Arts (Federal)

 $   3,300,000  $   2,640,000  $                 660,000 30 September 2024

Crawfords Road Culvert 
Replacement and Road 
Reconstruction

Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications and the 
Arts (Federal)

 $   2,200,000  $   1,760,000  $                 440,000 30 September 2024

Richmond Terrace

Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications and the 
Arts (Federal)

 $   9,300,000  $   5,000,000  $             4,300,000 30 September 2024

Savilles Road Culvert 
Replacement

Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications and the 
Arts (Federal)

 $      400,000  $      320,000  $                   80,000 30 September 2024

Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure 
Program

Comment: This funding will allow Council to reconstruct 800m of road and replace collapsed multiple cell culvert. 

Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure 
Program

Comment: This funding will allow Council to reconstruct the slipping section of road including geotechnical piling, road reconstruction, replacement of damaged stormwater culverts and 
collapsed kerb, gutter and footpath. 

Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure 
Program

Comment: This funding will allow Council to replace collapsed stormwater drainage culvert. 

Grant Applications Submitted - September

Funding Name

Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure 
Program

Comment: This funding will allow Council to improve the road geometry to reduce crash accidents.

Project Name Funding Body Funding Name Project Value
Grant 

Funding
Council 
Funding

Application 
Submitted

Advised 
Unsuccessful

Richmond Valley Housing 
Strategy

Department of Planning and 
Environment

Regional Housing Strategic 
Planning Fund Round 2

 $        150,000  $      150,000  $                 -   29 September 2023 1 August 2024

Unsuccessful Grant Applications - August

Comment: Funding was oversubscribed with a success rate of 25%. 
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ATTACHMENT(S) 

Nil  
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19.7 CORRESPONDENCE - SUBMISSION:  INQUIRY INTO OPTIONS FOR ESSENTIAL 
WORKER HOUSING IN NSW 

Author: Vaughan Macdonald 
  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receives and notes Richmond Valley Council’s Submission - Inquiry into provision of 
essential worker housing in NSW - September 2024. 

 
 

SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE 

Submissions were invited following the establishment of The Legislative Assembly Select 
Committee on Essential Worker Housing to inquire into and report on options for essential worker 
housing in New South Wales. 

The Committee's inquiry will focus on establishing an appropriate definition of essential worker 
housing for the NSW Government to adopt, as well as identifying options to increase housing 
supply for essential workers.   

The Committee will table a report to Parliament on its findings by 7 March 2025. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

1. The NSW Legislative Assembly has established a Select Committee on essential 
worker housing.   

2. RVC Submission - Inquiry into provision of essential worker housing in NSW - 
September 2024    
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20 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Nil    

21 QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING (IN WRITING) 


