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Disclaimer: 

This report has been prepared by Integrated Site Design Pty Ltd for Richmond Valley Council and may only be used and relied on 
by Richmond Valley Council for the purpose agreed between Integrated Site Design Pty Ltd and Richmond Valley Council. This 
report may not be copied, disclosed or distributed outside Richmond Valley Council in any manner without the express written 
authorisation of Integrated Site Design Pty Ltd. 

Integrated Site Design Pty Ltd otherwise disclaims responsibility to any person other than Richmond Valley Council arising in 
connection with this report. Integrated Site Design Pty Ltd also excludes implied warranties and conditions, to the extent legally 
permissible. 

Drawings, figures, analysis, forecasts and other details in this report have been prepared in good faith based on data and information 
supplied to Integrated Site Design Pty Ltd by others. The data is believed to be correct at the time of publication of this report. 
However, it is noted that predictions, forecasts and calculations are subject to assumptions which may or may not turn out to be 
accurate. Integrated Site Design Pty Ltd expressly disclaims all and any liability to any person or persons in reliance on the report 
and its contents in part or in whole. 
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1 BACKGROUND 

1.1 Introduction 

Stan Payne Memorial Oval (Crown Reserve 82705 for Public Recreation, gazetted on 29 July 1960) is 
managed by Richmond Valley Council. It comprises Lot 493 in DP 1143076, part Lot 4922 in DP 1151963 
and Lot 7033 in DP 92651, and has an area of approximately 6.4 hectares. It is located approximately 
600 metres north of the village centre along Woodburn Street, which is the main road into the village from 
Woodburn. Stan Payne Memorial Oval has frontage to Woodburn Street to the west, Ash Street to the north 
and Booyong Street to the south, with residential properties in Heath Street adjoining the eastern boundary. 
It is a valuable recreation space for the Evans Head community and provides specialist sporting facilities for 
rugby league, cricket, touch football and tennis. The Evans Head Aquatic Centre on the corner of Woodburn 
Street and Ash Street adjoins the oval, providing a year-round heated pool and indoor gym. 

Richmond Valley Council is responsible for the ongoing management and future development of Stan Payne 
Memorial Oval to meet the sporting needs of the Evans Head community and visitors to the area. Council 
engaged Integrated Site Design to review the current layout of Stan Payne Memorial Oval and prepare a 
concept master plan to guide future development of the site. The master plan will incorporate strategies 
from the Richmond Valley Made 2030 Community Strategic Plan and the outcomes of discussions with 
community members and user groups. 

Figure 1: Aerial image of Stan Payne Memorial Oval Evans Head 
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1.2 Council Vision 

The Richmond Valley Made 2030 Community Strategic Plan consultation identified the need for a master 
plan for Stan Payne Memorial Oval. Council’s broad strategic goal from the plan is to: 

Create happy and healthy communities where community members enjoy living and 
working together” 

To achieve this, Council has developed the following strategies: 

• Provide clean and well-maintained public recreation and sporting facilities and outdoor spaces that are 
accessible and safe for everyone. 

• Create and promote community places and spaces that encourage the community to participate in 
healthy and active lifestyles. 

• Provide attractive, vibrant and clean town centres that residents and visitors enjoy. 

• Provide safe and accessible play spaces for our children within each community. 

The proposed master plan will guide the future development and improvement of facilities and structures at 
Stan Payne Memorial Oval. It will also incorporate opportunities identified by the local community. The 
diagram below illustrates the process for developing the master plan and identifies the current stage in the 
process: 

 

The vision for Stan Payne Memorial Oval is to develop a cohesive, yet diverse sporting complex that 
provides a range of facilities for both the local community and visitors to Evans Head. Implementation of the 
proposed master plan will achieve the following: 

 provide a high quality, integrated sporting complex for Evans Head and adjacent local government 
areas, 

 provide new facilities to support the future requirements of sporting clubs, 

 provide a new rugby union field, clubhouse and car parking, 

 improve spectator comfort by providing additional seating and shade, 

 provide additional and improved car parking arrangements. 

 

1.3 Site Analysis 

Stan Payne Memorial Oval is Evans Heads’ largest sporting complex. The site is very flat with only minimal 
grade, generally from north to south. Grassed drainage swales direct water through the site, but there is 
often water ponding in areas where the grades are too flat. Most of the site comprises grassed playing fields, 
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but there are also four tennis courts, several buildings, a playground and a bitumen-sealed car parking area. 
Stan Payne Memorial Oval is serviced with electricity, water and sewerage connections, which are all in 
serviceable condition and connected to existing infrastructure. Future development may require these 
services to be upgraded to support increased usage. 

The oval contains several buildings including the Evans Head Bombers Rugby League clubhouse, a 
grandstand for the rugby league ground and the Evans Head Tennis Club clubhouse. 

Stan Payne Memorial Oval can be broadly divided into the following zones: 

• Zone 1: Main sporting precinct 

Main rugby league ground, clubhouse, grandstand, training field, turf cricket wicket, cricket practice 
nets, old hockey field and sealed car parking area. 

• Zone 2: Woodburn Street precinct 

Two touch football fields and synthetic cricket pitch. 

• Zone 3: Tennis courts and playground precinct 

Four tennis courts, tennis clubhouse, tennis practice wall, children’s playground with shade, barbecue 
shelter, pathways and accessible toilet. 

• Zone 4: Lot 7033 DP 92651 

Area of 4,000 metres, which is categorised as ‘Sport and Recreation’. Currently, this area has no formal 
use. 

Figure 2: Zones 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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The following images are of existing facilities within Stan Payne Memorial Oval: 

 
Main field, clubhouse and grandstand 

 
Existing car park and cricket nets 

 
Evans Head Bombers clubhouse 

 
Open drain along Ash Street 

 
Pathway to Booyong Street 

 
Main field grandstand 

 
Unisex accessible toilet near playground 

 
Playground, shade and pathway 
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Woodburn Street fields 

 
Open drain adjacent to Woodburn Street fields 

 
Woodburn Street embankment 

 
Sandstone block terracing for Woodburn Street bank 

 
Evans Head Tennis Club 

 
Evans Head Tennis Club 

 
Evans Head Aquatic Centre 

 
Evans Head Aquatic Centre 
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1.4 Consultation 

Richmond Valley Council staff undertook specific consultation with the Stan Payne Memorial Oval 
Committee in August 2022, to identify the key improvements for the future redevelopment of Stan Payne 
Memorial Oval. The committee comprises members from the following user groups: 

 Evans River Rugby Union Club 
 Evans Head Bombers Rugby League Club 
 Evans Head Junior Cricket Club 
 Evans Head District Cricket Club 
 Evans Head Touch Football Association 

The improvements that were identified are listed below: 

• Stan Payne Memorial Oval Committee 

 Provide seven (7) touch football fields 

 Provide two (2) cricket wickets (one turf; one synthetic) 

 Provide one (1) full-size rugby league field 

 Provide one (1) full-size rugby union field 

 Provide a new amenities building for the rugby union field with amenities, toilets and dressing rooms 

 Provide car parking for the new rugby union field 

 Extend the existing car parking area 

 Relocate the cricket practice nets 

 Upgrade floodlighting (x 14) 

 Provide sight screens for the main cricket pitch 

 Provide sleeves for temporary fence for liquor licence requirements 

 Provide perimeter fencing for the main ground and relocate the gates 

 Cover the existing open drain 

 Provide undercover shelter sheds for the Woodburn Street fields 

 Provide four (4) portable grandstands 

 Terrace the hill on the Woodburn Street oval area to create natural spectator seating 

 Upgrade/extend the existing toilets/dressing sheds to provide male and female privacy on game 
days 

 Extend clubhouse roof across the barbecue area and extend the concrete path areas 

 Reconfigure and upgrade the current grandstand and/or extend to include additional spectator 
seating and storage below 

 Plant shade trees on the hill, along existing pathways and in open areas 

 Provide solar panels on all suitable roof areas 

 Provide water tanks for the collection of rainwater for use on the fields 

 

Some of the simpler operational improvements listed above have been implemented or will be implemented 
within future maintenance operations. The proposed master plan identifies the larger capital improvements 
that will require significant funding over time to complete.  
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2 PROPOSED MASTER PLAN 

2.1 Design Principles 

The following principles were established to guide the development of the master plan and its subsequent 
implementation: 

• To provide structure to the layout of Stan Payne Memorial Oval by rationalising existing facilities to 
deliver an integrated and functional sporting complex. 

• To provide high-quality sporting and recreational facilities that meet the future needs of a growing 
community. 

• To improve the level of user comfort and convenience by installing shelters, seating and shade planting 
to encourage users to spend more time at the oval. 

• To increase the attractiveness of Stan Payne Memorial Oval as a destination for district and regional 
sporting events. 

• To improve drainage and stormwater movement throughout the site. 

• To provide adequate car parking for future uses. 

 

2.2 Design Features 

The proposed master plan for Stan Payne Memorial Oval builds on the current park layout to provide 
improved facilities for existing and new user groups. The relocation of the cricket practice nets to facilitate 
the expansion and formalisation of the existing car park off Booyong Street will provide additional car spaces 
with easy access to all facilities. The construction of a new rugby union field with clubhouse, car parking 
and lighting will provide a new facility for the complex. 

Improvements including new fencing, sight screens, relocatable grandstands, shade tree planting and the 
provision of a new grandstand will improve functionality and spectator comfort, while delivering a higher 
standard facility for all players. 

The Woodburn Street precinct will be improved by terracing the road embankment to provide spectator 
seating and by the provision of floodlighting and shade shelters. 

Features of the proposed master plan for each zone are outlined below: 

• ZONE 1: MAIN SPORTING PRECINCT 

 Extension of the existing car park to connect to Booyong Street (provide 3-phase power connection). 

 Provision of a new car park for the rugby union field. 

 Construction of a new rugby union field east of the cricket wicket. 

 Provision of a new amenities building for the rugby union field. 

 Construction of new cricket practice nets north of the new rugby union field. 

 Provision of sight screens for the turf cricket wicket. 

 Construction of a new grandstand with lockable storage underneath. 

 Relocation of floodlight poles to suit the new facilities. 

 Installation of fencing to enclose the main ground for game days. 

 Provision of temporary fencing for liquor licence requirements. 
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 Provision of relocatable grandstands for shared use. 

 Planting shade trees on the spectator hill north of the grandstand. 

 Extension of the Booyong Street footpath. 

 

• ZONE 2: WOODBURN STREET PRECINCT 

 Construction of sandstone block terracing to establish spectator seating on the Woodburn Street 
embankment. 

 Provision of new floodlighting for the touch football fields. 

 Provision of new access points over the open stormwater drain. 

 Provision of two (2) new shade shelters. 

 

• ZONE 3: TENNIS COURTS AND PLAYGROUND PRECINCT 

 Improve surface drainage around the playground precinct. 

 

• ZONE 4: LOT 7033 DP 92651 

 Identify possible future sport and recreation uses. 

 

Stan Payne Memorial Oval has the potential to become a major sporting facility for the residents of Evans 
Head and visitors to the village. The proposed master plan at Annexure A has been prepared for community 
and Council consideration. 
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3 SUMMARY 

The development planned in the proposed master plan for Stan Payne Memorial Oval Evans Head will 
establish the oval as a significant sporting and recreational facility for both the local community and visitors 
to the village. The establishment of a new rugby union field will bring new users to the complex. 

The proposed master plan provides the vision and framework for the redevelopment of Stan Payne Memorial 
Oval; however, several facilities/improvements require further detailed design to enable budgets to be 
prepared and implementation to be planned. These include: 

 extended and formalised main car parking area for the oval, 

 relocation of the cricket practice nets, 

 new cricket sight screens, 

 new rugby union field with clubhouse building, floodlighting and car parking, 

 terraced spectator seating along the Woodburn Street embankment, 

 new floodlighting and shade for the Woodburn Street fields, 

 drainage improvements throughout the site, 

 landscaping and tree planting throughout the site. 

Integrated Site Design can provide additional design services and the detailed cost estimates required for 
the above facilities/improvements to allow the proposed redevelopment of Stan Payne Memorial Oval to 
progress through to implementation. 
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