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INTRODUCTION
The Shire
Copmanhurst Shire is situated in north-eastern New South Wales, to the north
and north-west of the city of Grafton. It is mainly within the catchment of the
Clarence River, and partly within that of the Richmond River. It adjoins the shires
of Severn (to the west), Tenterfield (west), Kyogle (north), Richmond Valley
(north-east), Maclean (east), and Pristine Waters (formerly Nymboida and
Ulmarra Shires; south). It also has a short boundary in the south with the City of
Grafton.

The Clarence River forms part of the boundary of the Shire in the south-west,
from around Carr’s Creek to near the junction of the Clarence and the Mann
Rivers. In the west, the Gibraltar Range, the line of high country that forms the
watershed between the Clarence River and the Rocky or Timbarra River, forms
part of the boundary. In the north the boundary partly follows the Richmond
Range, and partly Myrtle Creek. The Shire’s eastern boundary approximates the
Summerland Way, the main road connecting Grafton with the town of Casino on
the Richmond River. In the south-east, the boundary follows Sportsman’s Creek
to the Clarence River near Lawrence, and then that river upstream for several
kilometres. At its most southerly point, the shire adjoins the City of Grafton, first
incorporated in 1859 as a municipality under the Municipalities Act, 1858.
Copmanhurst Shire was proclaimed, and its initial boundary described in detail,
in the NSW Government Gazette of 7 March 1906.1 It was a creation of the Local
Government (Shires) Act 1905, under which the whole of New South Wales,
exclusive of the Western Division, the City of Sydney, and existing municipalities
(such as Grafton), was divided into shires.

The shire has an area of 3,143 square kilometres, and a population  (in 2002) of
4,252. The main population centre is Junction Hill, followed by the villages of
Copmanhurst, Baryulgil/Malabugilmah, Southgate, and Whiporie.

The history of Copmanhurst Shire is linked inextricably with that of Grafton, and
it is not possible to deal here with the history of the shire without reference to
Grafton. There are two particularly important aspects to the relationship between
the two. First, the shire has no major towns, and Grafton is the main service
centre for the shire. Indeed, even the headquarters of the shire is situated in the
City of Grafton. Such is the dominance of Grafton in the district that many small
                                                

1 NSW Government Gazette, 7 March 1906, pp. 1593, 1607.
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towns and villages in the shire have declined in recent decades as their functions
and services have become centralised in the city of Grafton. Secondly, because the
City of Grafton is constrained within a relatively small area, recent urban
expansion has overflowed the city boundaries into the neighbouring shires of
Copmanhurst in the north and Nymboida in the south (recently merged with
Ulmarra Shire to form Pristine Waters). In the case of Copmanhurst, Grafton’s
expansion has seen the rapid growth of localities such as Junction Hill near the
shire’s boundary with the city. In the north, the shire has a strong connection
with Casino in adjoining Richmond Valley Shire.

Copmanhurst Shire is almost wholly within the area described by Tindale in 1974
as the territory of the Badjalang (or Bandjalang) Aboriginal tribe. The far western
part of the Shire intrudes into the territory of the Jukambal tribe, and the south-
eastern part near Grafton into that of the Jiegera (or Youngai) tribe. The
Badjalang merge in the north with the Arakwal (around Lismore) and the
Widjabal (around Kyogle).2

Badjalang is one of about twenty closely-related dialects that were spoken in the
north-eastern corner of New South Wales and the south-eastern corner of
Queensland, from around Grafton to the mouth of the Logan River, and inland as
far as the Great Dividing Range at Tenterfield and Warwick. These dialects
became known collectively as the Bandjalang language, a term which was
adopted, according to Crowley, as a display of tribal unity following the
European invasion of the mid-nineteenth century.3 The language group is
referred to more commonly now as Bundjalung, and its speakers as the
Bundjalung people. The Badjalang dialect, or ‘true’ Badjalang, however, is
restricted to that area north of the Clarence River, extending inland to Tabulam
and Baryulgil, and to the coast around Evans Head, thus encompassing
Copmanhurst Shire.

Historical Themes
Six historical themes have been used here to present the history of Copmanhurst
Shire. These themes are:
                                                
2 Tindale, N. B., 1974, Aboriginal tribes of Australia: their terrain, environmental
controls, distribution, limits, and proper names (University of California Press,
Berkeley).
3 Crowley, T., 1978, The middle Clarence dialects of Bandjalang (Australian Institute
of Aboriginal Studies, Canberra).
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1. Exploration and pastoralism
2. Transport and communication
3. Agriculture and dairying
4. Mining and mineral processing
5. Forest industry and forest conservation
6. Townships (past and present)
























































































































































