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Executive Summary 
 
Copmanhurst Shire is located in northern New South Wales primarily within the Upper 
Clarence River Valley. It covers a substantial area but the Shire has a small population of 
fewer than 4500 people. Many of the Shire’s residents work and use the facilities of the 
nearby City of Grafton, as the Shire has no substantial urban centre. The Clarence River, 
which forms the southern boundary of the Shire, has been a major focus for both the 
Aboriginal and European settlement of the area. Land-use in the Shire has been associated 
with primary industries such as the cattle grazing, forestry, mining and agriculture, 
particularly sugar cane. 
 
This is the first heritage assessment undertaken in Copmanhurst Shire. Copmanhurst 
Council took the decision to proceed with this Shire-wide study in 2002 simply to discover 
what heritage assets the Shire held. Council has already recognised that history and 
heritage places, such as the Alumny Creek School Museum and Markets and Copmanhurst 
Saddlery Museum, play an important role in the shire and are the source of community 
pride.  
 
The Copmanhurst Shire Heritage Committee was established in 2002 and with help from 
interested community members identified almost 200 items of heritage significance to the 
Shire. The community identified a wide range of items relating to the six key historic 
themes used to present the history of Copmanhurst Shire. These themes are: 1. Exploration 
and Pastoralism, 2. Transport and Communication, 3. Agriculture and Dairying, 4. 
Geology, Mining and Mineral Processing, 5. Forest Industry and Forest Conservation, and 
6. Townships (past and present). This inventory which was produced over a period of one 
year should not be seen as a complete list of heritage items within the Shire, but rather a 
comprehensive list of places that provide examples of the key historic themes. It is likely 
that other significant items will be identified in future. All available details of the items 
were recorded in a State Heritage Inventory database provided by the State Heritage 
Office.  
 
From this list, 90 items were recommended for listing on the Heritage Schedule of 
Copmanhurst’s Local Environmental Plan and 6 items have been recommended for 
State Heritage Listing.  
 
The Council’s vision is to ensure that its heritage assets have a place in the future of the 
Shire. While the development of cultural tourism within the Shire has not been a priority 
for Council new information about heritage places discovered during this study provides a 
basis for establishing a Local Tourism Plan. Several members of the Heritage Committee 
would like to produce guides to the Shire’s heritage and would like to approach the 
Clarence River Tourist Association with the view to up dating brochures on the 
Copmanhurst area. 
 
Within Copmanhurst Shire there are several features which present an opportunity for the 
interpretation of the historic themes. For example the theme of geology, mining and 
mineral processing is well demonstrated by the Powder Store at Copmanhurst, Pulganbar 
Mercury Smelter, Pluck Copper Smelter, Bancroft’s Stamper Battery, the settlement at 
Baryulgil and the show of coal on the road verge at Coaldale. The village of Southgate has 
the potential to tell the story of village life along the Clarence River with its 1870s hotel 



and hall, school and school residence, bakery, nearby remains of one of the CSR sugar 
mills and still-active ferry crossing. 
 
The study concludes with twenty-one recommendations that are intended to assist 
Council in the general management and promotion of heritage with the Shire and to 
provide incentives for the owners of heritage places and items. 
 
Major recommendations are for the establishment of a local heritage fund, 
appointment of a part-time heritage adviser, a study of Aboriginal heritage, and 
promotion of heritage through the Clarence River Tourist Association.  



















































































































































































































Schedule 2 – Heritage Items  ( cl 26(3) ) 
 
 

1. Alumy Creek Bridge (1450197) 
2. Alumny Creek Community Hall Site (1450004) 
3. Alumny Creek Public School Museum (1450002) 
4. Alumny Creek Reserve (1450003) 
5. Austen’s House, Alumy Creek (1450126) 
6. Bancroft Stamper Battery, Lionsville (1450113) 
7. Baryulgil Aboriginal Cemetery (1450155) 
8. Baryulgil Asbestos Mine Site (1450001) 
9. Baryulgil Hall (1450082) 
10. Bennett’s Sawmill Site, Wyan Creek (1450162) 
11. Blanch’s Drain, Lower Southgate (1450170) 
12. Carr’s Creek Hall (1450117) 
13. Carr’s Creek Public School (1450087) 
14. Carr’s Creek School Residence (1450178) 
15. Church of the Holy Apostles, Copmanhurst (1450034) 
16. Church of the Holy Apostles, Rectory, Copmanhurst (1450167) 
17. Coaldale-Barrett’s Creek Memorial Hall, Coaldale (145106) 
18. Copmanhurst Cemetery, Upper Copmanhurst (1450066) 
19. Copmanhurst Former CBC Bank and Residence (1450172) 
20. Copmanhurst Police Station & Residence (1450063) 
21. Copmanhurst Powder Store (1450076) 
22. Copmanhurst Public School, Residence & Saddlery (1450068) 
23. Copmanhurst Memorial Hall (1450074) 
24. Copmanhurst & Upper Clarence War Memorial (1450075) 
25. Copmanhurst Saleyards and Well (1450079) 
26. CSR Sugar Mill Site, Southgate (1450092) 
27. Davey’s Store, Upper Copmanhurst (1450151) 
28. Doust Park, Lower Southgate (1450152) 
29. Eighteen Mile Station, Dingo Fence (1450093) 
30. Eighteen Mile Station, Sheep Dip (1450200) 
31. Ewingar Bob-tail, Ewingar State Forest (1450083) 
32. Ewingar Forestry Camp, Ewingar State Forest (1450164) 
33. Ewingar Hall, (1450132) 
34. First Falls Crossing, Mylneford (1450081) 
35. Flying Horse Hotel Site, Pringles Way (1450176) 
36. Foley’s Butter Factory Building, Lower Southgate (1450035) 
37. Grafton Agricultural Research & Advisery Station, Trenayr (1450069) 
38. Grafton Agricultural Station, Managers Residence (1450072) 
39. Grafton Agricultural Station, Workers Cottages (1450204) 
40. Grafton Agricultural Station, Administration Building (1450174) 
41. Grafton Agricultural Station, Farm Buildings (145024) 
42. Grafton Agricultural Station, Rainforest Remnant (1450205) 
43. Grafton Agricultural Station, Bunyip Swamp (1450208) 
44. Grimsby House, Deep Gully (1450213) 
45. Koolkhan Power Station (1450022) 
46. Lionsville Bassetti Grave, (1450096) 
47. Lionsville Cemetery (1450153) 



48. Lionsville Cricket Pitch (1450154) 
49. Lionsville Hotel Site (1450100) 
50. Lionsville Village Archaeological Site (1450005) 
51. Lower Southgate River Light (1450129) 
52. Lower Southgate War Memorial (1450165) 
53. McKee’s Dairy & Bails, Stockyard Creek (1450111) 
54. Moleville Rocks Recreation Reserve (1450015) 
55. Moleville Rocks Grinding Grooves (1450191) 
56. Mountain View Arboretum (1450115) 
57. Mountain View Homestead (1450114) 
58. Mylneford Cemetery (1450062) 
59. Old Tenterfield Road, Banyabba area (1450206) 
60. Olive Family Cemetery, Whiporie (1450033) 
61. Orange Grove Cottage, Carr’s Creek (1450028) 
62. Pluck Copper Smelter & Mines, Fine Flower (1450140) 
63. Rest Point Hotel, Copmanhurst, (1450071) 
64. Roberts Cottage, Coaldale (1450211) 
65. Solferino Village Archaeological Site (1450095) 
66. Solferino Wells (1450099) 
67. Southgate Bakery & Residence (1450124) 
68. Southgate Hall (1450084) 
69. Southgate Hotel (1450085) 
70. Southgate School (1450089) 
71. Southgate School Residence (1450139) 
72. Sportsman’s Creek Bridge, Lawrence (1450016) 
73. Sportsman’s Creek Weir, Sportsman’s Creek (1450119) 
74. St John of the Cross Church, Upper Copmanhurst (1450007) 
75. The Gorge, Carnham (1450173) 
76. The Square, Baryulgil (1450122) 
77. Waghorn’s Slab House, Junction Hill (1450109) 
78. Whiporie Hall (1450133) 
79. Wyan Cemetery (1450138) 
80. Wyan Creek School Site (1450186) 
81. Wyan Survey Mark (1450185) 
82. Yulgilbar River Crossing (1450157) 
83. Yulgilbar Station (1450171) 
84. Yulgilbar Ogilvie Vault (1450157) 
85. Yulgilbar Hamilton Graves (1450136) 
86. Yulgilbar Big House (1450029) 
87. Yulgilbar Laundry Cottage (1450158) 
88. Yulgilbar Sketch House (1450148) 
89. Yulgilbar Penrose’s House Site (1450202) 
90. Yulgilbar Homestead (1450137) 
91. Pulganbar Mercury Smelter 
92. Newbold Lookout 

          




