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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF RICHMOND VALLEY COUNCIL, 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CNR WALKER STREET AND 

GRAHAM PLACE, CASINO, ON TUESDAY, 21 MARCH 2017 AT 5.00 P.M. 

 

PRESENT 

Crs Robert Mustow (Mayor), Daniel Simpson (Deputy Mayor), Sam Cornish, 
Robert Hayes, Sandra Humphrys, Jill Lyons and Steve Morrissey. 
 
Vaughan Macdonald (General Manager), Simon Adcock (Chief Operating 
Officer), Angela Jones (Director Infrastructure and Environment), Ryan Gaiter 
(Chief Financial Officer/Manager Mid-Richmond) and Roslyn Townsend 
(Corporate Support Officer) were also in attendance.   
 
 

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor provided an Acknowledgement of Country by reading the following 
statement on behalf of Council: 
 
"Council would like to show its respect and acknowledge all of the traditional 
custodians of land within the Richmond Valley Council area and show respect to 
elders past and present." 
 
 

2 PRAYER 

The meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Craig Fraser (Ariseshine Fellowship). 
 
 

3 PUBLIC ACCESS AND QUESTION TIME 

Nil. 
 
 

4 APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received for this meeting.  However, the Mayor requested 
leave of absence for the next Council Meeting. 
 
210317/ 1 RESOLVED    (Cr Morrissey/Cr Humphrys) 
 
That Cr Mustow, Mayor, be granted leave of absence for the next Council 
Meeting to be held on 18 April 2017. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
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5 MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil. 
 
 

6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

6.1 ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES - TUESDAY, 21 FEBRUARY 2017 

 
A copy of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on Tuesday, 21 February 
2017, was distributed with the Business Paper. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on Tuesday, 21 
February 2017, be taken as read and confirmed as a true record of proceedings. 
 
210317/ 2 RESOLVED    (Cr Simpson/Cr Lyons) 
 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on Tuesday, 21 February 2017, 
be taken as read and confirmed as a true record of proceedings. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

7 MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 

7.1 CASINO DRILL HALL DRAFT MASTER PLAN CONSULTATION 
(ORDINARY MEETING ITEM 14.1 MINUTE 210217/6 - PAGES 9-10) 
AND WOODBURN RIVERSIDE PRECINCT DRAFT MASTER PLAN 
CONSULTATION (ORDINARY MEETING ITEM 14.2 MINUTE 210217/7 
- PAGES 11-12) 

 
Cr Simpson enquired of the feedback in regard to the Draft Master Plans for the 
Woodburn Riverside Precinct and the Casino Drill Hall site. 
 
The General Manager advised that the meeting which had been held at the CWA 
Rooms in Woodburn was well attended. The 20-30 people in attendance had 
given good feedback and ideas particularly around the building, including 
location of toilets and linkages from Riverside Park particularly to the south. At 
this stage he was aware of one submission having been received.  
 
The meeting regarding the Casino Drill Hall site had been well attended with 
discussion particularly around the use of the Drill Hall itself including space for a 
military museum. A meeting had also been held on site with adjoining neighbours 
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immediately to the west.  They were supportive of the Draft Master Plan however 
raised issues such as fencing and tree screening, which are matters that can be 
addressed. 
 
Council will issue reminders of the opportunity for people to provide written 
submissions on the Draft Master Plans. 
 
A summary of submissions received, together with a copy of individual 
submissions, will be provided to Councillors. 
 
 

8 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Nil. 
 
 

9 PETITIONS 

Nil. 
 
 

10 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil. 
 
 

11 MAYOR’S REPORT 

11.1 MAYOR'S ATTENDANCES - 4 FEBRUARY TO 10 MARCH 2017       
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that the Mayor's Report be received and noted. 
 
210317/ 3 RESOLVED    (Cr Mustow/Cr Simpson) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Report 
 
The Mayor attends a number of meetings/functions on behalf of Council.  



MINUTES – ORDINARY MEETING  TUESDAY, 21 MARCH 2017 
 

 

RICHMOND VALLEY COUNCIL  PAGE 4 

 
The following information has been provided by the Mayor in regard to recent 
attendances. 
 
February 2017 

 7 - Meeting with resident 

 7 - Councillor Information Session 

 8 - Rous Information session 

 15 - Rous Ordinary meeting 

 17 - Casino Public School Leader induction ceremony 

 20 - Meeting with Deputy Premier John Barilaro 

 21 - Meeting with resident 

 22 - Bishop Ordination Lismore  

 24 - Casino Tennis Club 

 27 - Drill Hall Consultation 

 28 - Aboriginal Interagency meeting 
 
March 2017 
 

 1 - Back to Business Event Casino 

 2 - Art Exhibition Ballina 

 3 - St Mary’s Primary Leadership address  

 3 - Casino Police Station meeting 

 3 - Meeting with resident 

 6 - Woodburn Riverside Park Consultation 

 7 - Rous meeting 

 7 - Councillor Information Session 

 8 - Family History Group Annual General Meeting 

 8 - Fairy Hill Hall Senior Citizen week event 

 8 - International Women’s Day Event 

 9 - Seniors Week Luncheon 

 10 - Museums North Coast Regional Meeting, Casino Drill Hall 

 10 - Whiddon Group Sensory Garden Open 

 10 - Book Launch Tweed Heads 
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12 DELEGATES’ REPORTS 

12.1 DELEGATE'S REPORT SUBMITTED TO THE MARCH 2017 
ORDINARY MEETING       

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that the Delegate's Report be received and noted. 
 
210317/ 4 RESOLVED    (Cr Mustow/Cr Humphrys) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Report 
 
Council delegates are required to report on meetings/forums attended on 
Council's behalf. 
 
The following information has been provided in regard to meetings/functions 
attended by Councillors. 
 
Rous County Council Meeting 15 February 2017 
 
Cr Robert Mustow and Cr Sandra Humphrys have provided the attached 
summary of the main items of business for Rous County Council Meeting held on 
15 February 2017. 
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13 MATTERS DETERMINED WITHOUT DEBATE 

 
210317/ 5 RESOLVED    (Cr Humphrys/Cr Morrissey) 
 
That Items 14.1, 14.2, 14.3, 14.6 and 14.8 be determined without debate. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 
 

14 MATTERS FOR DETERMINATION 

14.1 INTERNAL AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 7 
MARCH 2017       

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that the Minutes of the Internal Audit Committee Meeting held on 
Tuesday, 7 March 2017 be received and adopted. 
 
210317/ 6 RESOLVED    (Cr Humphrys/Cr Morrissey) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
The Internal Audit Committee provides independent assurance and assistance to 
the Richmond Valley Council on risk management, control, governance and 
external accountability responsibilities.  The Committee meets four times a year 
in accordance with the Meeting Plan which is adopted annually. 
 
At the meeting held on 7 March 2017 the Committee discussed the following 
items. 
 
1. Actions from last Internal Audit Meeting held December 2016.  

2. Internal Audit Report undertaken since the last meeting being the follow-up 
of Internal Audit Recommendations review. 

3. Outstanding Action Items from previous report being the Customer Service 
Review. 

4. Internal Audit Report Paper – Grant Thornton. 
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Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 7 Governance and Process - Long Term Goal 7.5 Sound 
Governance and Legislative Practices. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
Nil. 
 
Report 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 March 2017, are provided below. 
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14.2 ACCESSIBILITY, LIVEABILITY AND AGED ADVISORY COMMITTEE       
 

Responsible Officer: 
Vaughan Macdonald (General Manager) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that Council:  
 
1. Accept nominations for the Accessibility, Liveability and Aged Advisory 

Committee.  
 
2. Note the date of the first Committee meeting being Thursday, 4 May 2017.  
 
210317/ 7 RESOLVED    (Cr Humphrys/Cr Morrissey) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
At the 25 October 2016 Ordinary Meeting of Council, Councillors voted to merge 
the former Aged and Disability Advisory Committee and Transport and 
Infrastructure Advisory Committee into the Accessibility, Liveability and Aged 
Advisory Committee. This was done in order to provide a broader scope for 
community issues and also to promote new interest in the Committee and 
broaden Council’s capacity for community engagement and consultation 
according to Council’s Community Engagement Strategy. The previous two 
Committees had struggled to meet quorum at meetings. The General Manager 
was appointed as Chair to the Committee and the Mayor the Councillors’ 
delegate.  
 
Expressions of interest to join the committee were advertised on Council’s 
Facebook page, in the Express Examiner, and on Council’s email lists and 
community newsletter during February 2017. Members of the two previous 
committees were also notified and invited to nominate.  
 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 3 Community and Culture - Long term Goal 3.3 Community Health 
and Wellbeing and Social Inclusion (Strategy 3.3.1 Partner with the community to 
build social capacity and Strategy 3.3.2 Seek to improve services for the aged, 
early childhood and youth, disability, disadvantaged and multicultural sectors) 
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Budget Implications 
 
Advisory Committees provide feedback, specialised advice and 
recommendations to Council relating to their area of expertise. They may also 
agree to undertake projects. Where required, funds are included in project 
budgets. 
 
Report 
 
Please see below for an outline of expressions of interest.  
 
Thirteen applications have been received, all of which are eligible.  
 
It is recommended that Councillors accept all nominations.  
 
It is suggested that the new Committee follow the meeting structure of the former 
Committees, which was to have four formal meetings per year, plus additional 
informal meetings for any projects taken on by the group.  
 
Once Committee members have been approved by Council, it is suggested the 
first meeting date be set for 10am, Thursday, 4 May 2017 at the Casino 
Community and Cultural Centre. In relation to this, one of the first tasks of the 
new Committee will be to decide on a Terms of Reference at its first meeting. 
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14.3 FINANCIAL ANALYSIS REPORT - FEBRUARY 2017       
 

Responsible Officer: 
Ryan Gaiter (Chief Financial Officer/Manager Mid-Richmond) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that Council adopt the Financial Analysis Report detailing 
investment performance for the month of February 2017. 
 
210317/ 8 RESOLVED    (Cr Humphrys/Cr Morrissey) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
The Financial Analysis Report gives an overview of Council's Investment 
Portfolio as at the end of the reported month.  This overview is both a legislative 
requirement and essential in keeping Council up to date on the monthly 
performance of Council's investments.  Council’s investment balance as at 28 
February 2017 is shown below: 
 

Period Investment Portfolio 

28 February 2017 $32,966,558.48 

 
The rate of return on Council’s investments for February 2017 was 2.59% which 
is above the 90 Day Bank Bill Index of 1.79%. 
 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 7 Governance and Process - Long Term Goal 7.5 Sound 
Governance and Legislative Practices 
 
Budget Implications 
 
As at 28 February 2017, Council had earned $222,090.48 in interest and 
$266,160.16 in fair value gains for total investment revenue of $488,250.64 
against a budget of $878,540.00 (which equates to 55.58%).  
 
Report 
 
The Financial Analysis Report aims to disclose information regarding Council’s 
investment portfolio in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 (Section 
625), Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 (Clause 212) and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 
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This report includes the provision of Fair Value for all of Council’s investments.  
Council receives indicative market valuations on these investments monthly 
(where available) and this can be compared to the Face Value (or original cost of 
the investment when purchased) where available.  The notion of Fair Value is to 
comply with Australian Accounting Standard AASB 139.  The market valuations 
of Fair Value valuations are an indication only of what a particular investment is 
worth at a point in time and will vary from month to month depending upon 
market conditions.   
 
The Reserve Bank of Australia left the cash rate unchanged at its February 2017 
meeting therefore the cash rate in Australia remained at 1.50% per annum as at 
28 February 2017. 
 
Council's cash and term deposit investment portfolio has maturity dates ranging 
from same day up to 210 days.  Deposits are made taking into account cash flow 
requirements and the most beneficial investment rates available at the time of 
making any investment.  Council does give investment preference to financial 
institutions which do not support the fossil fuel industry, if the investment rate 
quoted is equal to or greater than the most beneficial rate quoted for that 
investment.  Council had a term deposit portfolio of $12,000,000.00 representing 
36.40% of the total portfolio as at 28 February 2017.  Council made two new 
term deposits for the period; one of which was with Beyond Bank which does not 
support the fossil fuel industry while the other was with National Australia Bank 
which does support the fossil fuel industry.  This term deposit was chosen as it 
offered the highest available return after diversification principles were applied.  
Three term deposits matured within the period and all investments are in 
accordance with Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Average interest rates available for investments decreased from January 2017 to 
February 2017 from 2.67% to 2.59%.   
 
Council had $15,000,000 in longer term investments being the Cash Facility 
Trusts with NSW Treasury Corporation as at 28 February 2017.  The investment 
value as at 28 February 2017 is shown below: 
 

Period Hourglass Cash 
Facility Trust 

Hourglass Strategic 
Cash Facility Trust 

As at 28 February 2017 $7,279,264.97 $8,296,497.04 

 
The value of Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 28 February 2017 as well as 
our General Bank Accounts and Trust Funds is shown below: 
 
Period Investment 

Portfolio 
Face Value General Bank 

Accounts 
Trust Funds 

28 February 2017 $32,966,558,48 $32,390,796.47 $2,727,147.40 $120,994.55 

 
Council staff continually look for ways to increase and improve Council's 
investment performance, both on a returns basis and in the way of 
environmentally and socially responsible investments.   
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Conclusion 
 
Interest rates on investments have declined marginally.  Council is continually 
looking for ways to increase its investment performance consistent with Council’s 
Investment Policy. 
 
A significant portion of the investment portfolio is invested with New South Wales 
Treasury Corporation in the Hourglass Cash Facility Trust and Hourglass 
Strategic Cash Facility Trust with the aim of achieving higher returns.   
 
Further information has been included in this report below providing an in-depth 
breakdown of Council’s performance. 
 
 

 
 
The following graph shows a breakup of Council's investment portfolio as at 28 
February 2017: 
 

 
 
 
Council made two new term deposit during the month of February 2017. 
 

Financial Institution Investment 
Amounts ($) 

Maturity Date Investment 
Rate per 

annum (%) 

Days Invested 

Beyond Bank 1,000,000.00 29/05/2017 2.65 91 

National Australia 
Bank 

1,000,000.00 29/05/2017 2.54 91 
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Total term deposit maturities during the month of February 2017 included 
returning principal (in full) and interest, are shown in the following table. 
 

Financial Institution Investment 
Amount ($) 

Maturity Date Investment 
Rate per 

annum (%) 

Interest 
Received ($) 

Greater Bank 1,000,000.00 5/12/2016 2.75 13,636.99 

National Australia Bank 1,000,000.00 5/12/2016 2.70 6,681.64 

Beyond Bank 1,000,000.00 3/01/2017 2.68 6,731.51 

 
 
The following graph shows the length of time of Council's term deposit maturities 
as at 28 February 2017. 
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14.4 WATER CONSUMPTION WRITE-OFF - PROPERTY ID 137040    
 

Responsible Officer: 
Ryan Gaiter (Chief Financial Officer/Manager Mid-Richmond) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that:  
 
1. Council determine what amount of concession, if any, is to be granted to 

the owner of property ID 137040. 
 
2. If a consumption write-off is approved it be a once only water consumption 

concession with no further concessions to be granted for this property. 
 
210317/ 9 RESOLVED    (Cr Simpson/Cr Humphrys) 
 
That: 
 
1. Council grant a concession to the owner of property ID 137040 by agreeing 

to write back 50% of the water consumption charge. 
 
2. This be a once only water consumption concession with no further 

concessions to be granted for this property. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
The owners of property ID 137040 have incurred a large water consumption 
account due to a water leak located on the property that went undetected due to 
the owners being away from their home for an extended period of time.  The 
owner of the property is a pensioner and has requested consideration be 
provided due to the amount of consumption incurred and impact that paying such 
a high account would have on their circumstances.  
 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 7 Governance and Process - Long Term Goal 7.7 Customer Service. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
Depending on the outcome an amount could be written off the account which 
would affect the water consumption income budget. 
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Report 
 

The owners of Property ID 137040 have incurred a large water consumption 
account due to a water leak located on the property that went undetected for a 
period of time due to the owners being away from their property for an extended 
period of time.  On their return, they found the leak was from a flexi hose situated 
beneath the bathroom vanity and flooded the house causing considerable 
damage to the property. The consumption incurred was 792kL with the 
corresponding period in the previous year being 18kL. 
 

The owner of the property is a pensioner and has requested consideration be 
provided due to the amount of consumption incurred and impact that paying such 
a high account would have on their circumstances.  The repairs to the property 
are covered by the insurance claim but the water consumption is not.  
 

The property owner has provided correspondence relating to the insurance claim 
and a statutory declaration advising of the leak and requesting due to the 
extreme nature of the water loss if a further allowance can be considered.  The 
amount of consumption incurred is a total of $2,341.66 of which the owners have 
paid.  
 

Council does have an operational policy titled “Granting of Allowance for 
Customers with Concealed Water Leaks”, however this policy allows for a one-
off concession to be granted with a maximum of 200kL approximately $644.00 
and reduction to the lower consumption rate over the financial year.  Due to the 
size of the leak the ratepayer is requesting that further consideration of the 
amount of allowance may be considered by Council outside of the policy. 
 

Conclusion 
 

Council can decide to grant a concession outside of the Council operational 
policy or it could grant a percentage concession it desires. 
 
 

14.5 ROAD MAINTENANCE AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES REVIEW 
REPORT       

 

Responsible Officer: 
Simon Adcock (Chief Operating Officer) and Jono Patino (Financial 
Accountant) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that: 
 
1. The recommendations of the Road Maintenance and Construction Services 

Review report be adopted.  
 
2. The progress of the implementation of the recommendations of the Road 

Maintenance and Construction Services Review be reported to Council 
every six months. 
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210317/10 RESOLVED    (Cr Simpson/Cr Morrissey) 
 
That:  
 
1. The recommendations of the Road Maintenance and Construction Services 

Review report be noted and those with budget implications be considered 
during the budget process. 

 
2. The progress of the implementation of the recommendations of the Road 

Maintenance and Construction Services Review be reported to Council 
every six months. 

 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
The Road Maintenance and Construction Services Review was undertaken by 
Council’s Financial Accountant under the guidance of the Chief Operating Officer 
and in consultation with other key stakeholders.  
 
The purpose of the review was to assess the effectiveness of current practices 
and procedures and to provide opportunities for improvements in the way 
Council delivers its road services. 
 
Discussions were held with various members of both field and administrative 
staff and key contractors.  The information gathered from this process was then 
collated and has resulted in six key recommendations and seven additional 
recommendations. 
 
A project group will be created and tasked with implementing these 
recommendations. 
 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 6 Transport and Infrastructure – Long Term Goal 6.1 Roads, 
Drainage and Other Infrastructure Asset Classes 
 
Budget Implications 
 
Recommendations 1, 2, 7, 9, 12 and 13 shouldn’t have any significant budget 
impacts.  Recommendation 3 is estimated to cost Council approximately 
$206,000 against current funding of $46,000 although it should be noted that this 
budget allocation issue would exist regardless of the methodology used to 
condition rate assets.  Recommendation 4 will require funding of $200,000 in 
order to extend design lead times.  Recommendation 5 will result in budget 
adjustments and/or potential additional resources once the assessment is 
complete.  Recommendation 10 represents a re-allocation of existing resources 
that will be utilised elsewhere.  The budget implications of recommendations 6, 8 
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and 11 are unknown at this stage and will be clarified once an assessment has 
been performed. 
 
Report 
 
The Road Maintenance and Constructions Services Review report identifies six 
key recommendations and a further seven additional recommendation for 
changes to be made to roads services. 
 
The key recommendations are: 
 
1) Increased communication with the Richmond Valley Council community 

This will address current gaps between expected service levels from the 
community and what Council can provide with current funding.  Council 
staff will achieve this by developing a communication strategy and a 
consultation strategy. 

 
2) Improved communication, consultation and team meetings among Council 

administrative and field staff 
This will be achieved by making internal communication more direct, 
consultative and positive.  Team meetings will be modified in order to 
adequately review issues and provide updates on solutions. 
 

3) Utilise in-house staff for road inspections and road conditioning  
This will ensure that the physical condition of road assets are identified and 
will improve future maintenance and capital works programs. 
 

4) Additional funding to extend design lead times 
‘One-off’ funding injection of $200,000 in order to extend lead times to 12 
months. Shovel ready designs will improve budget accuracy, project plan 
flexibility and enhance consultation with other staff. 

 
5) Budget assessment to be made on highlighted maintenance issues 

An assessment will be made on current funding levels for shoulder grading, 
roadside drainage, clear zone vegetation, line-marking and unsealed road 
grading. 

 
6) Assessment of options for increased access to technology in the field 

Council’s Information Technology department will be tasked with exploring 
options to connect staff with Council systems while out in the field.  This will 
increase the efficiency of current processes. 

 
The additional recommendations are: 
 
7) Change to work hours for maintenance crews 

Council implement an 8 day fortnight for maintenance crews in order to 
extend daily project hours and reduce disruptions associated with setting up 
and closing down work sites. 
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8) Revised workshop documentation and assessment of current structure 

Requisition sheets to be modified to be more user-friendly and clear. While 
an assessment will be made on the resources required to enable workshop 
staff to improve service levels and customer service responses. 

 
9) Improved budget accuracy and reduced carry over works 

Recommendations 3 and 4 will have the flow on effect of improving the 
accuracy of Council budgets and result in less carry over works at year end.  
Planned works will be made more accessible and be linked to other Council 
systems. 

 
10) Re-allocate funding from sealing unsealed laneways 

Traffic volumes don’t necessarily warrant the funds spent on sealing these 
laneways.  Council to use these funds to address the maintenance issues 
in recommendation 5 as this represents a better allocation of Council 
resources. 

 
11) Use of GPS and cameras to protect Council assets 

An assessment will be made on utilising GPS locators and cameras to 
monitor and protect Council assets from damage and theft. 

 
12) Additional safety audits 

Staff to determine the desired level of safety audits to be performed by 
Council’s Workplace Health and Safety Officer and implement this process. 

 
13) Change the warm-up routine 

Staff to champion the warm-up process in order to achieve its intention of 
physically warming up the body to reduce the likelihood of injury while 
performing work duties. 

 
Consultation 
 
The Road Maintenance and Construction Services Review was undertaken by 
Council’s Financial Accountant in consultation with other key stakeholders. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Road Maintenance and Construction Services Review has identified 13 
recommendations to be implemented in order to improve the efficiency and 
effectivesness of this core aspect of Council’s services. A project group will be 
formed under the direction of the Manager Infrastructure Services to implement 
these changes. The group should assess the recommendations, design a 
timetable for them to be introduced and report to Council’s Executive regularly 
and Council on a six monthly basis. 
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14.6 TENDER RA101718RVC REVERSE AUCTION FOR SUPPLY OF 
ELECTRICITY FOR CONTESTABLE METERED SITES AND STREET 
LIGHTING (UNMETERED)       

 

Responsible Officer: 
Ryan Gaiter (Chief Financial Officer/Manager Mid-Richmond) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that: 
 
1. Regional Procurement Conduct a reverse auction on behalf of Richmond 

Valley Council for the large contestable sites and street lighting to obtain 
the best price for Council.  This Contract would run for 24 months 
commencing on 1 January 2018 ending on 31 December 2019. 

 

2. Council's General Manager is given delegation to sign and approve this 
contract with the most advantage cost to Council. 

 

3. The Common Seal of Council be affixed to any documentation where 
required. 

 
210317/11 RESOLVED    (Cr Humphrys/Cr Morrissey) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 

Executive Summary 
 

Council is a member of Regional Procurement’s Richmond Tweed Clarence 
(RTC) Group. Regional Procurement runs tenders for regional Local Government 
member groups to aggregate the combined local tenders in order to attract 
greater supplier competition and lower pricing for member Councils. 
 

Regional Procurement in conjunction with Energy Action will be calling a reverse 
auction specifically for Richmond Valley Council for the electricity supply of 
contestable sites and street lighting, in accordance with Clause 166(a) of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005.  The reverse auction will close at 
11.00am on Thursday, 13 April 2017. 
 

The tender will be advertised in the Sydney Morning Herald and uploaded to 
Tender Link. 
 

As this is a reverse auction and conducted live over the internet the contract 
pricing will not be known until the reverse auction evaluation is conducted.  The 
panel will evaluate immediately after the reverse auction is concluded.  Council 
only has four days to sign contracts after close.  The reason for the pre-emptive 
report to Council before the reverse auction is to allow the General Manager to 
act on behalf of Council for this reverse auction for Electricity Supply. 



MINUTES – ORDINARY MEETING  TUESDAY, 21 MARCH 2017 
 

 

RICHMOND VALLEY COUNCIL  PAGE 29 

 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 7 Governance and Process - Long term Goal 7.1 Generate Revenue 
to Fund the Operations of Council. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
Council’s electricity costs over the last fourteen months has been to the value of 
$567,231.32.  It is expected that the pricing for electricity will rise with the closure 
of a Victorian power plant towards the end of the year.  The current market rates 
as of today are as follows: 
 
 Peak 

c/p kWh 
Shoulder 
c/p kWh 

Off-Peak 
c/p kWh 

First Year 17.000 17.000 11.000 

Second Year 14.000 14.000 10.000 

 
Energy Action completed the cost analysis for Council against similar sized 
Councils and organisations from Energy Actions ten-year electricity trend that 
they have been monitoring.  This ten-year trend is included in the report. 
 
During the auction Council may be able to achieve slightly better rates as the 
electricity companies will compete against each other to be able to supply 
Council. 
 
Report 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 – Part 7 
Tendering, where expenditure on a tender exceeds $150,000 over the term of 
the contract a council must, by resolution, adopt a report accepting the tender 
recommendation. 
 
Contract Duration 
 
This contract will run for 24 months from 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2019. 
 
Tender Analysis 
 
The tender evaluation will be conducted on Thursday, 13 April 2017 at Richmond 
Valley Council Chambers immediately after the auction closes by the following: 
 

 Coordinator Purchasing & Stores (Richmond Valley Council) 

 Managerial Assistant - Corporate and Community (Richmond Valley 
Council) 

 Peter Salafia (Regional Procurement Manager) 
 
The evaluation will be conducted in accordance with the Local Government 
Tendering Guidelines, Regional Procurement Tendering Code of Conduct and 
Tendering Evaluation Principles and Process.  Confidentiality and probity will be 
maintained throughout the process.  
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Conflict of Interest Declarations will be signed by all participating evaluation 
panel members including the Regional Procurement facilitator.  The declarations 
are available to be viewed if required. 
 
Methodology 
 
The percentage weightings and criteria will be agreed upon prior to the tender 
closing. 
 
The evaluation will be on the following criteria: 
 

Criteria Weighting Scoring 

Tendered rate   
Total Price offered 90%     
Quality Assurance –  
Conform/Not Conform 

  

Retailer conforms to the Electricity 

Retail Suppliers License Conditions 

2015 

Pass/Fail 

Yes Pass 

No Fail 

Customer Service  

Payment Terms 2% 

30+days 2 

14-29 days 1 

<14 days 0 

Number of complaints on a per 10,000 

customer basis received according to 

the Energy & Water Ombudsman 

NSW annual report 

3% 

0 3 

1-50 2 

51-100 1 

101 + 0 

Electronic reporting 3% 

Customer access portal with ability 

to self-generate custom reports 

(minimum requirements specified 

below) including a scheduling 

function for emailing of reports. 

3 

Provision of data reports (minimum 

requirements specified below) in 

CSV format via email 

2 

Electronic invoices only (e.g. pdf 

of bill) 

1 

No electronic reporting 0 

Retailer provides Direct Debit 

Payment Facilities 
2% 

Yes 2 

No 0 

Total 100%    
 
Consultation 
 
Consultation has taken place between Council, Regional Procurement and 
Energy Action throughout this process. 
 
Conclusion 
 
It is recommended that the General Manager be delegated to act on behalf of 
Council to determine the best outcome through this process and sign any 
contract agreed upon from the evaluation team. 
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14.7 TENDER T361617RTC SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF PASSENGER, 
TRUCK AND EARTHMOVER TYRES (INCLUDING RECAPS) AND 
TUBES WITH PROVISION OF FITTING AND ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE SERVICES       

 

Responsible Officer: 
Ryan Gaiter (Chief Financial Officer/Manager Mid-Richmond) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that: 
 
1. Casino Tyre Professionals Pty Ltd (Bridgestone Franchise) be awarded this 

contract for the period of 1 April 2017 to 31 December 2018. 
 
2. Provision be allowed for a 12-month extension based on satisfactory 

supplier performance which may take this contract through to 31 December 
2019. 

 
3. The Common Seal of Council be affixed to any documentation where 

required. 
 
A Motion was moved by Cr Simpson and seconded by Cr Cornish 
 
That: 
 
1. Casino Tyre Professionals Pty Ltd (Bridgestone Franchise) be awarded this 

contract for the period of 1 April 2017 to 31 December 2018. 
 
2. Provision be allowed for a 12-month extension based on satisfactory 

supplier performance which may take this contract through to 31 December 
2019. 

 
3. The Common Seal of Council be affixed to any documentation where 

required. 
 
An Amendment was moved by Cr Humphrys and seconded by Cr Cornish 
 
That this matter be deferred until the next meeting of Council. 
 
The mover and seconder of the Motion sought and were granted the permission 
of the meeting to withdraw the Motion. 
 
The Amendment then became the Motion and was carried (as follows): 
 
210317/12 RESOLVED    (Cr Humphrys/Cr Cornish) 
 
That this matter be deferred until the next meeting of Council. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
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Executive Summary 
 
Richmond Valley Council is a member of Regional Procurement’s Richmond 
Tweed Clarence (RTC) Group. Regional Procurement runs tenders for regional 
Local Government member groups to aggregate the combined local tenders in 
order to attract greater supplier competition and lower pricing for member 
Councils. 
 
Regional Procurement has called a Single Source by Council tender for 
participating RTC member councils for the supply and delivery of passenger, 
truck and earthmover tyres including recaps and tubes, with the provision of 
fitting and roadside assistance services.  Tenders closed at 10:00 am on 21 
February 2017. 
 
Participating Councils in this tender signing a Letter of Participation were RTC 
Councils: 
 

 Richmond Valley Council 

 Rous Water (Withdrew from the process after advertisement of tender) 
 
This tender was advertised in the following media: 
 

 Gold Coast Bulletin on 28 January 2017 and Tenderlink 

 Coffs Coast Advocate on 28 January 2017. 

 Advertised locally by Richmond Valley Council. 
 
Five tenders in total were received from the following entities: 
 

1. Casino Tyre Professionals Pty Ltd (Bridgestone Franchise), 
2. Global Tyres and Mechanical (Late Tender received at 10.38am 21st 

February 2017), 
3. Richmond Valley Tyres Pty Ltd, 
4. Singhs Tyres and Mechanical, and 
5. Tyres 4U Pty Ltd as trustee for TWA Trust trading as Tyres 4U. 
 

Although Tyres 4U Pty Ltd scored the highest in the evaluation criteria, there are 
a number of reasons they have not been recommended as preferred tenderer. 
Tyres 4U Pty Ltd are a wholesale company and are not located in the Richmond 
Valley Council LGA and Tyres 4U Pty Ltd would distribute through Richmond 
Valley Tyres Pty Ltd. Council staff also have concerns due to staffing numbers 
whether Richmond Valley Tyres Pty Ltd would have the capabilities to service 
Council’s fleet needs adequately.   
 
Casino Tyre Professionals Pty Ltd have been recommended as the preferred 
tenderer due to it being a local based company.  They have not tendered as 
Bridgestone therefore more economic benefits stay within the LGA.  Casino Tyre 
Professionals also have the capability and experience to be able to adequately 
service Council’s tyre requirements. 
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Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 7 Governance and Process - Long term Goal 7.1 Generate Revenue 
to Fund the Operations of Council 
 
Budget Implications 
 
This contract is for the ongoing inspection, maintenance, repair and replacement 
of tyres for Council’s fleet.  Council’s spend is approximately $202,731.30 per 
annum.  The costs from this contract are charged to the individual fleet/plant 
under maintenance costs. 
 
Report 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 – Part 7 
Tendering, where expenditure on a tender exceeds $150,000 over the term of 
the contract a council must, by resolution, adopt a report accepting the tender 
recommendation. 
 
On behalf of Council, Regional Procurement has called a Single Source by 
Council tender for participating RTC member councils for the supply and delivery 
of passenger, truck and earthmover tyres including recaps and tubes, with the 
provision of fitting and roadside assistance services. 
 
Contract Duration 
 
This contract will run for 21 months from 1 April 2017 to 31 December 2018.  A 
12-month option may be taken up based on satisfactory performance by the 
successful tenderer. 
 
Probity  
 

The tender has been conducted in accordance with Clause 166(a) of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005. 
 
Conflict of Interest Declarations were signed by all participating evaluation panel 
members including the Regional Procurement facilitator.  The declarations are 
available to be viewed if required. 
 
All tenderer insurance records were checked against Tender requirements and 
potential non-conformities were noted in the Evaluation Matrix for the 
consideration of the panel. 
 
The evaluation was conducted in accordance with the Local Government 
Tendering Guidelines, Regional Procurement Tendering Code of Conduct and 
Tendering Evaluation Principles and Process.  Confidentiality and probity were 
maintained throughout the process.  
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Tender Analysis 
 
The tender evaluation was conducted on 1 March 2017 at Richmond Valley 
Council Offices by: 
 

 Craig Wade  -  Regional Procurement 

 Colin Carey  - Richmond Valley Council’s Coordinator Purchasing and 
Stores 

 
Rous Water withdrew from the tender process and therefore was not included on 
the evaluation of this tender. 
 
Methodology 
 
The percentage weightings and criteria were agreed upon prior to the tender 
closing. 
 

CRITERIA  % 

Tender Price 

Tyres 
Fitting 
Local Supplier Preference  
Customer Service  
WH&S  
Physical Resources  

 
 35 
 20 
 15 
 15 
 10 
 5 

Total   100 

 

Evaluation Results 
 

Price Criteria Richmond Valley %

Casino Tyre

Professionals 

Pty Ltd 

Richmond 

Valley Tyres

Pty Ltd  

Singhs Tyre &

Mechanical 

Lismore

Tyres4U Pty 

Limited 

Global Tyres 

and 

Mechanical              

(Late Tender )

Tender Price Tyres 35 24.41 24.07 25.14 35 13.74

Tender Price Fitting 20 17.36 9.87 10.59 20 9.67

Sub Price Total 55 41.77 33.94 35.73 55 23.41

Local Supplier Preference 15 15 15 13 10 15

Customer Service 15 15 15 0 15 15

WH&S 10 7 8 0 8 2

Physical Resources 5 5 3 0 3 4

Sub Evaluation Criteria Total 45 42 41 13 36 36

Total Evaluation Price + Criteria 100 83.77 74.94 48.73 91 59.41
 

 
Notes 

 A late tender was received from Global Tyres and Mechanical and has 
been left in for Council’s information.  The Evaluation Panel deemed this 
tender was non-conforming. 

 All tenderers had been noted as active on the ASIC website. 

 Singhs Tyre and Mechanical did not supply supporting information in 
relation to customer service, WHS and Physical Resources (Craig Wade 
from Regional Procurement was informed that they had been in business 
for 62 years and that stood them in good shape.  Also, that Good Year held 
QA certification and that should be enough). 
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 Singhs Tyre and Mechanical did not supply copies of certificates of 
currency as requested also, they indicated that they would supply if 
successful. 

 Tyres 4U are a wholesale business which would use Richmond Valley 
Tyres as the distributor. 

 Council staff suggested a single source from the panel would better suit its 
operations due to ease of scheduling and programming works through 
Council’s workshops. 

 
Consultation 
 
Consultation took place between Regional Procurement and Richmond Valley 
Council throughout the tender process. 
 
Conclusion 
 
1. That Casino Tyre Professionals Pty Ltd (Bridgestone Franchise) be 

awarded this contract for the period of 1 April 2017 to 31 December 2018 
 
2. That provision be allowed for a 12-month extension based on satisfactory 

supplier performance which may take this contract through to 31 December 
2019. 

 
 

14.8 CONNECTION OF POD BASED SEWER SYSTEMS INTO COUNCIL'S 
RETICULATED SEWER NETWORK       

 

Responsible Officer: 
Andrew Hanna (Manager Development and Environment) 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that Council incorporate semi-pressurised POD based sewer 
systems into the existing reticulated sewer network on a case by case basis 
administered by the Development and Environment Section.  
 
210317/13 RESOLVED    (Cr Humphrys/Cr Morrissey) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
This report identifies that opportunity exists to incorporate POD based sewer 
systems into Council's gravity sewer. PODs are small collection wells which 
contain a grinder pump and can be located on private property to form part of a 
low pressure sewer system. 
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PODs are relatively new technology often suitable and economical to install in 
areas where gravity sewer is difficult to achieve or not feasible to install due to 
the terrain of an area, cost or other impediments. 
 
Development of areas located on the fringe of the gravity sewer system or 
outskirts of towns can be assisted with the installation of POD systems.  There 
are numerous locations within our Local Government Area (LGA) whereby PODs 
can be installed and incorporated into our gravity sewer network to enable 
development on lots where it is otherwise not feasible or economical to connect.  
 
These systems can be incorporated throughout our LGA based on a case by 
case assessment. Two lots fronting Kent Street, Casino have been identified as 
being capable of connection to Council's sewer with the installation of PODs. 
 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 3 Community and Culture – Long Term Goal 3.3 Community Health 
and Wellbeing and Social Inclusion and Focus Area 4 Recreation and Open  
Space - Long Term Goal 4.3 Manage Public Lands and Resources for the 
Community Benefit. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
Costs associated with the installation and connection of PODs and their ongoing 
maintenance will be the responsibility of the property owner. 
 
There will be requirements for Council to carry out compliance checks to ensure 
systems are being maintained and upgraded as required. These costs are 
readily absorbed into the existing operational plan and budget. 
 
Report 
 
POD Systems 
 
As outlined in the Briefing Note presented at the December 2016 Councillor 
Information Session, POD systems consist of a collection tank with a grinder 
pump which grinds the sewage into fine slurry and pumps it to a low pressure 
sewer pipe located outside the property boundary on Council land and to a 
Council Sewage Treatment Plant (STP). 
 
Tanks are made from tough, corrosion-resistant, moulded polyethylene and offer 
989 litres of capacity in a large duplex unit and 718 litres capacity in a standard 
simplex unit. The units can accommodate flows of up to 3500 litres per day. 
 
The grinder pump is automatically activated and, because it runs infrequently 
and for very short periods, its annual electric energy consumption is typically that 
of a 40 watt light bulb. 
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POD based systems require small diameter pipes including Council's main which 
is generally a 50mm or 60mm poly pipe installed at a depth of approximately 
600mm. Installation costs of the main is generally much less than a traditional 
gravity. 
 
They can be used in areas where it is impractical to provide gravity sewer due to 
the terrain or cost of extending gravity sewer.  
 
Incorporating PODs into the network 
 
Low pressure sewer systems (PODs) have the potential to be incorporated into 
Council's reticulated sewer system more generally and in conjunction with 
existing gravity systems. Connection of a 50mm poly-pipe main servicing PODs 
can be connected to a gravity main at the manhole. 
 
Areas where there are existing lots such as the Foy Street/Country Lane area in 
Casino or The Glebe, Coraki have potential, as well as fringe areas of the 
reticulated gravity system. 
 
Kent Street, Casino 
 
As outlined in previous briefing notes, Council tried to negotiate a process with 
landowners in the Foy/Kent Street locality to enable development of their lots in 
the late 1990s. This included a process in which Council would construct 
infrastructure such as sewer, roads, water, etc. based on recovering the costs of 
this construction from owner contributions. The process was not successful due 
to the cost including the cost of installing gravity sewer. 
 
Due to an increase in interest in the lots in recent years, Council's Planning 
Section identified onsite sewage systems were an option on some of the lots or 
on lots where they were consolidated. This ensured housing development could 
occur due to sufficient area being available to accommodate a dwelling and a 
disposal area for wastewater. 
 
Existing infrastructure for the lots in this undeveloped area including the road 
network, stormwater system, water supply are poor or non-existent. This raises 
concerns if maximum lot yields are recognised. At this stage it is still not feasible 
to connect all lots in this locality to sewer due to the cost of upgrading other 
infrastructure.  
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Country Lane Casino – Poor road standard and lack of stormwater. 

 
 

 
Kent Street Casino – Lack of road and stormwater drainage  

 
 
However, two properties which adjoin Kent Street, (being lots 27 and 28) have 
the potential for connection to Council's main via installation of a POD (refer to 
aerial image below). A preliminary design has been carried out by Council for Lot 
28 identifying the potential for connection. 
 



MINUTES – ORDINARY MEETING  TUESDAY, 21 MARCH 2017 
 

 

RICHMOND VALLEY COUNCIL  PAGE 40 

 
Lots 27 and 28 have potential for connection to Council's sewer 

 
 
Other Areas where PODs may be considered 
 
The Glebe, an area north of Coraki has had renewed interest for development. 
Council has received and approved two development applications for dwellings 
with onsite wastewater systems in the last six months and further enquiries have 
come from people interested in purchasing lots in the area. 
 
A low pressure sewer system with PODs for each dwelling provides potential in 
this area, however similar to the Kent Street/Country Lane area in Casino, 
infrastructure such as roads, water supply and stormwater are poor or non-
existent and are required to be upgraded.  
 
Bruton Street, Casino and houses in south Woodburn are other areas where 
there are vacant lots or dwellings with onsite systems that would benefit with 
connection to Council's sewer via a POD. 
 
Consultation 
 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Installation of low-pressure POD based sewer systems have significant potential 
to help enable development in areas restricted for development due to lack of 
sewer and complications associated with constructing conventional gravity 
sewer. 
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Areas such as Country Lane, Casino and The Glebe, Coraki have been 
undeveloped for a number of years largely due to impediments related to 
providing gravity sewer. The alternative that owners providing an onsite sewage 
system limits development potential due to the area required and buffer needs 
associated with onsite systems. 
 
Other areas which would benefit from connection to sewer include areas on the 
fringe of the reticulated sewer such as Bruton Street, Casino. 
 
A number of other matters also need to be considered apart from a need for 
sewer to these areas. These areas may also need other infrastructure works 
such as construction of roads, stormwater drainage, water supply and other 
services. Constraints for development may also exist due to flooding, etc. 
 
 
 
 

15 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that the following reports submitted for information be received 
and noted. 
 
210317/14 RESOLVED    (Cr Morrissey/Cr Humphrys) 
 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 

15.1 NORTHERN RIVERS LIVESTOCK EXCHANGE (NRLX) BI- MONTHLY 
UPDATE       

 

Responsible Officer: 
Vaughan Macdonald (General Manager) 

 
Report 
 
At Council's Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday, 17 May 2016 it was resolved 
that Council "receive a bi-monthly report on the NRLX upgrade and operational 
issues identified in the report" which it had considered at that meeting. 
 
Since the last update provided to Council, Wiley & Co were awarded the tender 
for the Stage 1 Design and Construction of the Northern Rivers Livestock 
Exchange (NRLX) in December 2016. 
 
Council received four tenders as follows (lump sum prices ex GST): 
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 CBC Innovations - $6,605,845 

 Ahrens - $6,699,777 

 Osborn Consulting - $6,698,000 

 Wiley - $4,637,869 
 
A contract was signed between Council and Wiley & Co on 21 December 2016.  
A feature of Wiley’s tender was the option to add further design inclusions 
additional to the tendered price which would bring the final price for Stage 1, 
closer to the amount of $7 million which Council has available for this project. 
 
Since the execution of the contract, Council established a Saleyards Advisory 
Group (includes Agents, Buyers, Producers and Carriers representatives) which 
has been consulted on design ideas and options to inform the final design of 
Stage 1. 
 
A requirement of the tender was for the successful tenderer to provide a full 
design of the entire NRLX site.  The intention of this is that subsequent stage(s) 
are ‘shovel ready’ and the accompanying design documentation is properly 
costed to take advantage of future funding opportunities. Council has discussed 
a vision for the entire site and has instructed Wiley to begin this full site design 
documentation. 
 
More recently, the inclusions for Stage 1 have been agreed and provisional costs 
provided by Wiley. Development Application drawings have been ratified with 
lodgement to occur on 20 March 2017. An assessment process will be 
undertaken by Council and the Joint Regional Planning Panel will determine the 
application as the total value of the project will exceed $5 million. 
 
Below are the tendered Stage 1 inclusions followed by the agreed additions that 
will form the entire Stage 1 Design and Construction to be undertaken once the 
relevant approvals have been granted: 
 
Tender Inclusions - $4,637,869: 
 

- Site Survey, Design, Project Management 
- Site Establishment and Demolition 
- Steel Works Roof Structure, Gates and Pens 
- Storm Water Drainage and Storage 
- Water Infrastructure 
- Electrical, Lighting, IT Cabling and Equipment 
- Concrete Works 
- Civil and Roadworks 
- Soft Flooring 
- Perimeter Fencing and Security 
 
Additional Inclusions - $1,828,397: 
 

- Semi- Automated Draft System and Stacking Pens 
- Extension of new roof over receivables area 
- Roof design alterations to accommodate Stage 2 roof 
- Demolish buyer’s walkway 
- Piping overflow from tank automated gate openers and gate access control 
- Design improvements to existing weighbridge areas 
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- Complete site design drawings 
- Proposed changes to existing delivery yards 
 
Total Provisional Sum - $6,466,266 
 
An outcome of the Saleyards Advisory Group was the need to include 
improvements in the quality of the Delivery Pens at the NRLX in the short term.  
Council and Wiley have agreed to begin work on an improvement to these Pens 
with work to begin by May 2017.  This work will improve the conditions for users 
and animals with both work health and safety (WHS) and animal welfare benefits 
expected. 
 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 2 Local Economy - Long Term Goal 2.1 Business, Industry and 
Agriculture (Strategy 2.1.2 Promote a broad agricultural base while ensuring our 
current position as the beef capital of NSW is maintained). 
 
 

15.2 GRANT APPLICATION INFORMATION - FEBRUARY 2017       
 

Responsible Officer: 
Ryan Gaiter (Chief Financial Officer/Manager Mid-Richmond) 

 
Report 
 
This report provides information on grant applications that have been approved, 
grant applications that have been received, grant applications that were 
unsuccessful and grant applications submitted for the month of February 2017. 
 
No grant projects were approved and Council received funding for five grants 
during the reporting period totalling $1,262,298.00.  Council was notified as 
being unsuccessful with two grant applications and applied for one new grant 
during February 2017. The details of these grants are provided below: 
 
Grants that have been received 
 
Flood Event of April-May 2015/Restoration Works 
 

Project ID 10199 

Funding Body NSW Roads and Maritime Services 

Funding Name Natural Disaster Funding 

Government Level State 

Project Value (excl GST) $1,606,655.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $1,577,655.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $     29,000.00 

Date Application Submitted 17 August 2015  

Comment (if required) N/A 

Date Received $9,000.00 received 27 February 2017 

Total Funds Received To Date $1,473,980.00  
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Casino Place Activation (Future Towns is designed to support place activation 
and digital readiness activities to foster economic growth and support small 
businesses in local communities in regional NSW) 
 

Project ID 10236 

Funding Body NSW Department of Industry 

Funding Name Future Towns Program 

Government Level State 

Project Value (excl GST) $50,000.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $50,000.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $         0.00 

Date Application Submitted N/A 

Comment (if required) N/A 

Date Approved/Received $50,000.00 received 16 February 2017 

Total Funds Received To Date $50,000.00 (total funding received) 

 
Coraki Place Activation and Digital Readiness (Future Towns is designed to 
support place activation and digital readiness activities to foster economic growth 
and support small businesses in local communities in regional NSW) 
 

Project ID 10237 

Funding Body NSW Department of Industry 

Funding Name Future Towns Program 

Government Level State 

Project Value (excl GST) $50,000.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $50,000.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $         0.00 

Date Application Submitted N/A 

Comment (if required) N/A 

Date Approved/Received $50,000.00 received 16 February 2017 

Total Funds Received To Date $50,000.00 (total funding received) 

 
Back to Business Week Event 
 

Project ID 10238 

Funding Body NSW Department of Industry, Skills and 
Development 

Funding Name Back to Business 

Government Level State 

Project Value (excl GST) $5,000.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $5,000.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $         0.00 

Date Application Submitted 17 January 2017 

Comment (if required) N/A 

Date Approved/Received $5,000.00 received 16 February 2017 

Total Funds Received To Date $5,000.00 (total funding received) 
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Project – Financial Assistance Grant Scheme 2016/17 
 

Project ID N/A 

Funding Body N/A 

Funding Name NSW Local Government Grants Commission 

Government Level Federal 

Project Value (excl GST) $4,593,192.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $4,593,192.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $              0.00 

Date Application Submitted N/A 

Comment (if required) Approved 17 August 2016 

Date Approved/Received 
 

$1,148,298.00 received 16 February 2017 
(General Purpose Component $777,655.00, 
Local Roads Component $370,643.00) 

Total Funds Received To Date $3,444,894.00 

 
Unsuccessful Grant Applications 
 
Richmond Valley Seniors Week 2017 Program 
 

Project ID 10222 

Funding Body Department of Family and Community 
Services 

Funding Name 2017 NSW Seniors Festival Grants Program 

Government Level State 

Project Value (excl GST) $3,220.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $1,650.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $1,570.00 

Date Application Submitted 9 September 2016 

Comment (if required) N/A 

Date Advised Unsuccessful Not formally advised although Seniors Week 
has already passed. 

 
Reuse of Concrete Wastes for Road Construction 
 

Project ID 10233 

Funding Body NSW Environmental Protection Agency 

Funding Name Circulate Civil Construction Market Program 

Government Level State 

Project Value (excl GST) $27,665.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $27,665.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $         0.00 

Date Application Submitted 25 November 2016 

Comment (if required) N/A 

Date Advised Unsuccessful 6 February 2017 
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Grant Applications Submitted 
 
Woodburn Riverside Precinct Upgrade 
 

Project ID 10242 

Funding Body Department of Infrastructure and Regional 
Development 

Funding Name Building Better Regions Fund Infrastructure 
Projects Stream 

Government Level Federal 

Project Value (excl GST) $1,510,000.00 

Grant Amount (excl GST) $700,000.00 

Council/Other (excl GST) $810,000.00 

Date Application Submitted 28 February 2017 

Comment (if required) The total project value would include a co-
funding amount of $700,000 towards the 
project from Council’s own funds along with a 
$110,000 Government election commitment 
towards the Riverside Pontoon. 

 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 7 Governance and Process – Long Term Goal 7.1 Generate 
Revenue to Fund the Operations of Council. 
 
Budget Implications 
 
All Council funding required regarding the grants in this report has been included 
in Council’s budget. 
 
 

15.3 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS DETERMINED UNDER THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT FOR THE 
PERIOD 1 FEBRUARY 2017 TO 28 FEBRUARY 2017       

 

Responsible Officer: 
Andrew Hanna (Manager Development and Environment) 

 
Report 
 
This report provides a summary of development activity on a monthly basis.  All 
Development Applications determined in the month are outlined in this report, 
including Section 96 approvals, applications that are refused and withdrawn, and 
applications with no development value such as subdivisions.  
 
Council receives a weekly summary of the status of applications (including all 
received).  Council notifies all determinations of Development Applications in the 
local newspaper pursuant to Clause 101 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 (as amended) on a monthly basis. 
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The total number of Development Applications and Complying Development 
Applications determined within the Local Government area for the period 1 
February 2017 to 28 February 2017 was 16, with a total value of $1,777,451.20. 
 
In order to provide a better understanding of the value of Development Consents 
issued by Council over a 12 month period, a graph is set out below detailing this 
information. 
 

 
 
 
The following graph provides a closer look at the value of Development 
Consents issued by Council for the reporting month of February. 
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Activity for the month of February. 
 

General Approvals (excluding Subdivisions, Section 96s) 15 

Section 96 amendments to original consent 1 

Subdivision 0 

Refused 0 

Withdrawn 0 

Complying Development (Private Certifier Approved) 0 

TOTAL 16 

 
Community Strategic Plan Links 
 
Focus Area 5 Rural and Urban Developments – Long term Goal 5.1 Land use 
Development should be appropriate for the retention of a Country Atmosphere 
and Village Lifestyle. 
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16 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Nil. 
 
 

17 QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING (IN WRITING) 

Nil. 
 
 

18 MATTERS REFERRED TO CLOSED COUNCIL 

Set out below is section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 in 
relation to matters which can be dealt with in a closed part of a meeting. 
 
The matters and information are the following:  
 
(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
 

(b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer 
 

(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business 

 

(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed:  
 

(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or  
(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council, or  
(iii) reveal a trade secret  

 

(e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law 
 

(f) matters affecting the security of the council, councillors, council staff or 
council property  

 

(g) advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged 
from production in legal proceedings on the grounds of legal professional 
privilege  

 

(h) information concerning the nature and location of a place or an item of 
Aboriginal significance on community land.  

 

(i) alleged contraventions of any code of conduct requirements applicable 
under section 440. 

 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, the following business is of a kind as referred to in 
section 10A(2) of the Act and should be dealt with in a part of the meeting closed 
to the media and public.  
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18.1 PROPOSED SALE OF LAND - LOT 1 DP541041 WOODBURN EVANS 
HEAD ROAD WOODBURN   

 
Reason for Confidentiality 
 
This matter is classified CONFIDENTIAL under section 10A(2)(c) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: 
 
(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 

person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 

 
In accordance with section 10D(2) (b) and (c) of the Local Government Act 1993 
discussion in an open meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public 
interest because Council has been approached by an applicant requesting to 
purchase a 474 square metre block of land on the Woodburn Evans Head Road, 
Woodburn.  The land formerly housed a sewer pump station, however was made 
redundant and demolished some years ago.   
 
 

18.2 WATER SERVICE DEBT - PROPERTY ID 163405 AND ID 163400   

 
 

Reason for Confidentiality 
 
This matter is classified CONFIDENTIAL under section 10A(2)(c) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to the following: 
 
(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 

person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 

 
In accordance with section 10D(2) (b) and (c) of the Local Government Act 1993 
discussion in an open meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public 
interest because disclosure at this stage would put the Council at a competitive 
disadvantage in its negotiations preventing it from achieving a ‘best value for 
money’ outcome for the community and could confer a commercial advantage on 
a person with whom Council is conducting business and if disclosed prejudice 
the commercial position of Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that: 
 
1. Council resolve into Closed Council to consider the business identified in 

Items 18.1 and 18.2, together with any late reports tabled at the meeting. 
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2. Pursuant to section 10A(1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
media and public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the 
business to be considered is classified confidential under the provisions of 
section 10A(2) as outlined above.  

 
3. The correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be 

withheld from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) 
of the Local Government Act 1993.  

 
Section 10A(4) of the Local Government Act 1993 provides that members of the 
public be allowed to make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of 
the meeting is closed to the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should 
be closed. 
 
In addition, Council's Code of Meeting Practice provides for any written 
representations to be read to the meeting by the General Manager.  
 
The General Manager reported that no written representations had been 
received in respect to the items listed for consideration in Closed Council. 
 
The Mayor called for verbal representations from the gallery. 
 
There were no representations from the gallery. 
 
210317/15 RESOLVED    (Cr Morrissey/Cr Hayes) 
 
That: 
 
1. Council resolve into Closed Council to consider the business identified in 

Items 18.1 and 18.2, together with any late reports tabled at the meeting. 
 
2. Pursuant to section 10A(1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the 

media and public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the 
business to be considered is classified confidential under the provisions of 
section 10A(2) as outlined above.  

 
3. The correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be 

withheld from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) 
of the Local Government Act 1993.  

 
FOR VOTE - All Council members voted unanimously. 
 
 
Council closed its meeting at 5.42pm.  The public and media left the Chamber. 
 
 
The Open Council Meeting resumed at 6.10pm. 
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19 RESOLUTIONS OF CLOSED COUNCIL 

The following resolutions of Council, passed while the meeting was closed to the 
public, were read to the Open Council Meeting by the General Manager. 
 
 
18.1 PROPOSED SALE OF LAND - LOT 1 DP541041 WOODBURN EVANS 

HEAD ROAD WOODBURN 
 
That Council agree to sell Lot 1 DP 541041, Woodburn Evans Head Road, 
Woodburn to an interested applicant for the purchase price as detailed in the 
report. 
 
 
18.2 WATER SERVICE DEBT - PROPERTY ID 163405 AND ID 163400 
 
That: 
 
1. Council authorise the General Manager to offer the write-off of the water 

service debt as indicated in the report. 
 
2. if accepted, Council authorise the General Manager to write off the debt. 
 
3. should the offer not be accepted by the land owners the matter be handed 

to Council’s debt recovery specialists to pursue full debt recovery. 
 
 
The Meeting closed at 6.12pm. 
 
 
CONFIRMED - 18 April 2017 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 


