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The following description of the relevant Standard exemptions should be read in conjunction with the 

Heritage Office’s guideline on Standard Exemptions.

The Standard Exemptions cover:

1.  Maintenance and Cleaning
Allowing (a)  the maintenance of an item to retain its condition or operation without the removal of or 

damage to the existing fabric or the introduction of new materials;  (b)  cleaning including the removal of 

surface deposits, organic  growths or graffiti by the use of low pressure water (less than  100 psi at the 

surface being cleaned) and neutral detergents  and mild brushing and scrubbing.

2.  Repairs
Allowing (a)  the replacement of services such as cabling, plumbing, wiring and  fire services that uses

existing service routes, cavities or voids or replaces existing surface mounted services and does not 

involve damage to or the removal of significant fabric;   (b)  the repair (such as refixing and patching) or

the replacement of missing,  damaged or deteriorated fabric that is beyond further maintenance, which

matches the existing fabric in appearance, material and method of affixing and does not involve damage 

to or the removal of significant fabric.

NOTE:  This standard exemption is not intended to allow the cumulative replacement of large 

amounts or a high proportion of the fabric of an item.  If replacement of large amounts of fabric is 

necessary, an application will be required to be submitted under s. 60 of the Heritage Act.  If there 

is uncertainty about whether the proposed extent of repair is exempt from approval, advice should

be sought from the NSW Heritage Office.  The Guideline contains more information relevant to 

maintenance of the Evans Head hangar, including the use of appropriate materials, the re-use of 

materials from other buildings, the level of deterioration justifying replacement, the method of 

replacing materials and the retention of significant fabric. 

3.  Painting
Painting does not require approval under s. 57(1) of the Act if the painting:  (a)  does not involve the 

disturbance or removal of earlier paint layers  other than that which has failed by chalking, flaking, 

peeling or blistering;   (b)  involves over-coating with an appropriate surface as an isolating  layer to 

provide a means of protection for significant earlier layers or  to provide a stable basis for repainting; and

(c)  employs the same colour scheme and paint type as an earlier scheme if they are appropriate to the 

substrate and do not endanger the survival of earlier paint layers.

Painting which employs a different colour scheme and paint type from an earlier  scheme does not 

require approval under s. 57(1) of the Act, provided that: 

(a)  the Director (Heritage Office) is satisfied that the proposed colour scheme, paint type, details of 

surface preparation and paint removal will not  adversely affect the heritage significance of the item; and

(b)  the person proposing to undertake the painting has received a notice advising that the Director is 

satisfied.

4.  Excavation
Excavation or disturbance of land of the kind specified below does not require approval under s. 57(1) of 

the Act, provided that the Director is satisfied that (a) an archaeological assessment has been prepared
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in accordance with guidelines published by the Heritage Council of  NSW which indicates that any relics 

in the land are unlikely to have State or local heritage significance; or (b) the excavation or disturbance of 

land will have a minor impact on archaeological relics; or (c) the excavation or disturbance of land

involves only the removal of unstratified fill which has been deposited on the land.

5.  Restoration
Restoration of an item by returning significant fabric to a known earlier location without the introduction of 

new material does not require approval provided that the Director is satisfied that the restoration is 

without the introduction of new material  (except for fixings) to reveal a known earlier configuration by 

removing accretions or reassembling existing components which does not adversely affect the heritage

significance of the item.  Guideline—Restoration in accordance with clause 1 of this standard exemption 

does not involve the removal of fabric and only relates to the return of fabric which has been removed to 

storage or has been dislodged from its original location.

6. Development Endorsed by the Heritage Council or Director
Development specifically identified as exempt development by a conservation policy or strategy within a 

conservation management plan which has been endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW. 

7:  Minor Activities With No Adverse Impact On  Heritage Significance
Anything which in the opinion of the Director is of a minor nature and will not adversely affect the heritage

significance of the item does not require approval under s. 57(1) of the Act 

8.  Non-Significant Fabric
The alteration of a building involving the construction or installation of new fabric or services or the 

removal of building fabric which will not adversely affect the heritage significance of the item does not

need approval if the Director is satisfied that this is the case.

9.  Change Of Use
The change of use of an item or its curtilage or the commencement of an additional or temporary use 

does not require approval under s. 57(1) of the Act, provided that the Director is satisfied that:(a)  the use 

does not involve the alteration of the fabric, layout or setting  of the item or the carrying out of 

development other than that  permitted by other standard or site specific exemptions; or  (b)  the use 

does not involve the cessation of the primary use for which  the building was erected, a later significant

use or the loss of  significant associations with the item by current users;

10.  New Buildings
Deals with Subdivision under the Strata Scheme (Freehold Development) Act or Strata Scheme

(Leasehold Development) Act of the interior of a building that has been constructed since the listing of 

the item on the State Heritage Register.

11. Temporary Structures
The erection of temporary structures does not require approval provided that the Director is satisfied that:

(a)  the structure will be erected within and used for a maximum period of 4 weeks after which it will be 

removed within a period of 2 days  and not erected again within a period of 6 months; and  (b)  the 

structure is not to be located where it could damage or endanger significant fabric including landscape or

archaeological features of its curtilage or obstruct significant views of and from  heritage items.
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12.  Landscape Maintenance
The following landscape maintenance activities do not require approval under s. 57(1) of the Act:  (a) 

weeding, watering, mowing, top-dressing, pest control and fertilizing  necessary for the continued health

of plants, without damage or major alterations to layout, contours, plant species or other significant

landscape features;  (b)  pruning to control size, improve shape, flowering or fruiting and the  removal of 

diseased, dead or dangerous material, not exceeding 20% of the crown of a tree within a period of 2 

years; or  (c)  tree surgery by a qualified horticulturist or tree surgeon necessary  for the health of those 

plants.

13.  Signage
Allows the erection of signage of certain types (see detailed Heritage Office text).

14.  Graves and burials 
Not applicable to the Evans head Aerodrome.

15.  Compliance With Minimum Standards And  Orders
Development which is required for the purpose of compliance with the minimum  standards set out in 

Part 3 of the Heritage Regulation 1999 or an order issued  under either:  (a)  section 120 of the Heritage

Act 1977 regarding minimum standards  of maintenance and repair; or  (b)  section 121S of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act  1979 regarding an order which is consistent with a 

submission by  the Heritage Council under section 121S(6) of the Act;  does not require approval under

s. 57(1) of the Act. 

16.  Safety And Security
The provision of safety and security works does not require approval under s. 57(1) of the Act, provided

that the Director is satisfied that:  (a)  the erection of temporary security fencing, scaffolding, hoardings or

surveillance systems to prevent unauthorised access or secure  public safety which will not adversely

affect significant fabric of the item including landscape or archaeological features of its curtilage; or (b)

development, including emergency stabilisation, necessary to secure safety where a building or part of a 

building has been irreparably damaged or destabilised and poses a safety risk to its  users or the public.

17.  Movable Heritage Items
The temporary relocation of movable heritage items, including contents, fixtures  and objects, to ensure

their security, maintenance and preservation, for  conservation or exhibition, to ensure health or safety, 

the need for a controlled environment for those heritage items, or to protect the place, and which are to 

be  returned to their present location within six months, does not require approval  under s. 57(1) of the 

Act.

Site Specific Exemptions
The owner may request the Heritage Council to recommend additional site specific exemptions for a 

heritage item listed on the State Heritage Register. These are for works other than those in the attached

standard exemptions list.  An application for site specific exemptions can be made to the Heritage

Council of NSW, on the basis of a conservation management plan or similar study carried out by an 

experienced heritage consultant.
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